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Over the years the GTZ policy has shifted
from direct fitting services to the expansion of
projects and the development of techniques and
technologics appropriate to the varicus countries.
For this rcason, GTZ dcviscd a fraining system
for the developing world which provides
adequately traincd professionals for whom there
is always a need. However, other aspects of care
included in the GTZ planning are:

+ the concept of the clinic team;

= (he need for rehabilitation on a national basis;

= the need for long term existence and survival
of orthopaedic workshops;

* access to existing services for all disabled;

+ cost ¢calculation,

+ staff development;

= quality assurance;

* materials and component production and
supply.

There must be close collaboration with the
host country, who must have the political will to
succeed, if the aims of the project are to be
achieved, and survival assured. GTZ’s role s to
support the local activity with advice and
expertise.

The stages in project planning are:
= project idea;

* request for support;

« first technical evaluation;

+ planning meeting of local and German experts.
The operation and planning of a GTZ project

can be illustrated by an account of their

involvement in China. At the request of the

Chinese Government, the Federal Republic of

Germany is assisting through GTZ in organising

4 Training Centre for Orthopaedic Technologists

in Wuhan (CHECOT). Wuhan is situated on the

Yangtze river and is the capital of the Hubei

province whose population is 62 million.

The school is a Central Government Pilot
Project intending to improve the care of
physwally handicapped people in several ways:

» training the mid-level qualified prosthetics

and orthotics professionals;

» upgrading the 1400 self-trained prosthetics
and orthotics workers to a higher level, with a
final examination leading to a national
certificate of competence;

* allowing more citizens access 10 prosthetics and

orthotics services by improving the technology:

reducing the costs for patients attending for
prosthetics and orthotics treatment by
providing accommodation;

¢ 10 advise the Ministry of Civil Affairs
regarding prescription, quality control, team
work etc;

» organising “workshops” and seminars on
special fitting techniques. Hand orthoses, the
orthotic treatment of paraplegia and silicone
roll on sockets have heen the subjects of such
courses in the last year.

The four year (raining is based on the
recommendations of ISPO and WHO. External
examiners from the intcrnational community
will take part in the examinations cnsuring a
standard in Wuhan which is consistent with that
of training schools in other countries. This will
enable external students to gain recognition of
their training in Wuhan. The local staff will also
benefit from professional contact with the
exlernal examiners.

The clinical work is central to the training.
The school has a relatively large [tting and
workshop area and permanent staff, It is now in
the second year of operation and the workshop
is treating ahout ten patients per week,
providing:

* lower limb prosthetic services, mostly for
trans-femoral amputations;

+ upper limb prosthetic services;

» lower limb orthotic services for polio, stroke
and paraplegia;

+ spinal orthotic service, mostly for scoliosis.
At present we try to bring in cases who

present fitting problems so that we can

demonstrate proper lechniques to other factories
and centres, as well as providing clinical
training for the students. The work is based on
those techniques used in Germany, for example
trans-femoral socket shapes used are the

German socket as well as flexible techniques

and some ischial containment sockets, CHICOT

has produced guidelines {or dynamic alignment
and also a formal written record of check-out to
be kept in the records.

In China there is liitle contaclt between
medical services and technical fitting centres,
and so there are problems associated with poor
stump shape and preparation, and there is
usually little possibility of stump refashioning.
The schocl is attempting to organise training
seminars for medical personnel, with so far,
little improvement.

Every province in China has one central
prosthetic factory usually situated in the
provincial capital, Some of these factories also







