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Abstract

Pushchairs for adults are used by two distinct
groups: the high dependency users who cannot
walk or use a self-propelling chair and the
occasional users who may be able to walk
indoors but are unable to walk significant
distances outdoors. In the past, both disparate
groups were provided with similiar wheelchairs
described as Model 9 or Model 10 in the United
Kingdom. For the high dependency user the
wheelchair may be individually adapted to
accept specialized supportive seating and
pressure relief cushions. The standard
wheelchair without adaptation is supplied to the
occasional user.

For disabled children, the UK wheelchair
service provides about 1200 pushchairs and
buggies. About 400 of those are the more
specialized type such as the Avon, while the
rest are standard children’s buggies, openly
available at a High Street shop. The continued
free supply of the standard buggy through the
UK Wheelchair Service is questionable.

A recent survey carried out by the UK
Wheelchair Service showed that prescribers
were not aware of the importance of lightness.
foldability and appearance to parents and
carers and conversely that parents often did not
understand the necessity for supportive seating.

The prevention of deformities in children by
providing correctly supportive wheelchair
seating is accepted. The Disablement Services
Authority in the UK is investigating the
possibilities of producing children’s wheelchairs
that will satisfy the requirements of user, parent
and prescriber.

All  correspondence to be addressed to
Dr. E. Van Ross, Senior Medical Officer,
Disablement Service Centre, Withington Hospital,
Cavendish Road, Manchester M20 8L.B, UK.
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Introduction

Pushchairs have very different connotations
for adults and children. In general, when
prescribed for an adult a pushchair symbolises
another unfortunate milestone in the progress
of a chronic medical condition. Children
however, are transported in “normal” buggies
until they master the skills of ambulation.
Those who never learn to walk look upon
buggies initially and wheelchairs later as a
means of reducing their handicap. Many in this
group of children may use a self-propelling
wheelchair or an electric wheelchair whilst only
the most severely disabled rely entirely on a
pushchair. Prescribers of wheelchairs must be
aware of these different perceptions and not
only prescribe the correct hardware but also
introduce the pushchair at the most propitious
stage in the course of the medical condition.

Adult pushchairs

Adult pushchairs are indicated for two quite
different groups: the high dependency user and
the occasional user.

The high dependency user

This user group being unable to walk is
dependent on a wheelchair at all times. While
able to use a powered wheelchair indoors some
require a pushchair for outdoors only, others
more severly disabled use a pushchair all the
time.

The commonest conditions that warrant a
pushchair are:-

a) The progressive neurological conditions
such as multiple sclerosis, Parkinsons
disease and the severely damaged stroke
patient.







1982 1985
Age 70 — 80 years 12115 1:70
Age 80+ years 1:50 1:40










