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First oedema

then atrophy
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load bearing sensation in the frame socket due
to its elastically supporting apertures, was
unanimously reported to be most comfortable
and free of any problems. The static and dynamic
stability of the patients was in no case estimated
as being inferior to that of patients provided with
conventional devices. The new frame socket
technique has also been applied to patients who
had complained about their previous closed
socket prostheses; these patients are now free of
complaints.

Discussion

The technique of amputation stump
accommodation described in this paper is a
practicable alternative in the early care of
amputees which offers the possibility of
compensating for variations in stump
circumference and volume. This is particularly
necessary in the care of patients after tumour-
indicated amputation as considerable variations
in body weight and hence in stump volume are to
be expected during the prolonged period of
chemotherapy which in most cases follows the

operation. Moreover, the elastic enclosure of the
soft stump parts yields space for muscle
contractions, avoids unnecessary perspiration
and provides for ventilation of the amputation
stump which adds to the patient’s comfort. The
large range of possible variations in the stump
enclosure given by this technique enables early
independence from the orthopaedic technician
coupled with an optimum prosthetic fitting and
adaptation. The correct donning and use of the
prosthesis is simplified for the patient making a
fast functional rehabilitation possible.
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