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Regarding training techniques, it was found
advisable to take the subject through stair
climbing, ramps, walking in a circle, and walking
out of doors on uneven ground. This was done to
ensure that the subject was made aware of the
multi-functionality of the system.

As of this writing two of the subjects continue
to use the system (almost three years): the
unilateral AK policeman and the unilateral BK
public utility worker.

All noise has been ¢liminated from the system,
however, problems still exist with leakage.

Conclusion

The preliminary study has revealed that this
prototype ankle system does simulate the

anatomical ankle in activities such as walking on
uneven terrain, descending stairs step over step,
running, ascending and descending inclines, and
a variety of sports activities including skiing.

Fifty production model units have been
produced and as of July 1980 are being clinically
evaluated in a nation-wide full scale clinical
application study, conducted by the VA
Rehabilitation Engineering Center in New
York.
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