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T h e p a t i e n t , a 4 8 y e a r o l d I n d i a n w i t h a r ight 
a b o v e k n e e a m p u t a t i o n , first a t t e n d e d 
W o l v e r h a m p t o n Ar t i f i c i a l L i m b a n d A p p l i a n c e 
C e n t r e in 1 9 7 8 . A s a 5 y e a r o l d ch i ld in I n d i a h e 
h a d fa l l en f r o m a c a m e l , s u s t a i n i n g a c o m p o u n d 
f r a c t u r e of t h e t i b i a a n d fibula w h i c h h a d b e c o m e 
s e v e r e l y i n f e c t e d n e c e s s i t a t i n g a m p u t a t i o n . 
W i t h i n a few w e e k s t h e a m p u t a t i o n w a s h e a l e d 
a n d t h e first p r o s t h e s i s h e t r i e d o u t w a s a b a m b o o 
p o l e w i t h a s l ing t o s u p p o r t t h e s t u m p as s h o w n in 
t h e a c c o m p a n y i n g p h o t o g r a p h (F ig . 1, lef t ) . T h i s 
p r o s t h e s i s w a s d e s i g n e d a n d bu i l t by his f a t h e r . 
H e g r e w u p u s i n g t h e b a m b o o p o l e w h i c h g a v e 
h i m e x c e l l e n t m o b i l i t y whi l s t w o r k i n g as a f a r m e r 
a n d s h o p k e e p e r in his v i l l age . 

H e c a m e t o E n g l a n d in A p r i l 1978 t o j o i n 
r e l a t i v e s a l r e a d y h e r e . In M a y h e su f f e r ed a 
s i m p l e i n f l u e n z a - l i k e i l lness for w h i c h h e w a s 
s e e n b y h i s d o c t o r , w h o s u g g e s t e d t o h im in 
p a s s i n g t h a t h e c o u l d h a v e a p r o p e r art i f icial 
l i m b . H e a t t e n d e d W o l v e r h a m p t o n A L A C o n 
7 t h S e p t e m b e r 1978 w h e n h e w a s o b s e r v e d t o b e 
e x t r e m e l y m o b i l e o n h i s b a m b o o p o l e . H e s t a t e d 
t h a t h e c o u l d w a l k a s far a s a n y n o r m a l p e r s o n ; 
t h i s s t a t e m e n t w a s f o u n d t o b e t r u e . 

O n e x a m i n a t i o n h e h a d a g o o d r i gh t a b o v e -
k n e e s t u m p of 13 c m , a s m e a s u r e d f r o m t h e t i p of 
t h e g r e a t e r t r o c h a n t e r , w i t h a full r a n g e of 
m o v e m e n t o f t h a t h i p j o i n t . A m o d u l a r a s s e m b l y 
p r o s t h e s i s w a s o r d e r e d o n t h e s a m e d a y a n d th is 
w a s d e l i v e r e d t o h i m o n 12th D e c e m b e r 1978 
( F i g . 1, r i g h t ) . 

I m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r r e c e i v i n g t h e art if icial l i m b 
h e w a l k e d e x t r e m e l y wel l d e s p i t e t h e fact t h a t 
t h e p r o s t h e s i s i n c o r p o r a t e d a " f r e e " ( i . e . n o t 
l o c k e d ) s t a b i l i s e d k n e e u n i t a n d w i t h i n a few 
m o n t h s h e w a s a b l e t o w a l k w i t h o u t t h e u s e of 
a n y o t h e r a i d . 

H e w a s s e e n a g a i n o n 2 5 t h J a n u a r y , 1979 a n d 
h e w a s v e r y p l e a s e d w i t h h i s leg . H e c o u l d w a l k 
w e l l a n d h a d n o p r o b l e m s ; h e h a d b y th i s t i m e 
d i s c a r d e d h i s b a m b o o p o l e . 
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Fig. 1 Left, bamboo pole with supporting sling. Right, 
the patient fitted with a modular assembly above-knee 

prosthesis. 


