
EDUCATION AND MORE EDUCATION 

In 1945 a r e s e a r c h p r o g r a m in l i m b p r o s t h e t i c s w a s in i t i a t ed b y t h e N a t i o n a l R e s e a r c h 
C o u n c i l at t h e r e q u e s t of T h e S u r g e o n G e n e r a l of t h e A r m y . T h e N R C w a s n o t i n t e r e s t e d 
in s i m p l y filing r e p o r t s o n t he r e s u l t s of r e s e a r c h , b u t w a s c o n c e r n e d r a t h e r in s e e i n g 
t h a t p o s i t i v e r e s e a r c h f i n d i n g s w e r e u s e d t o b e n e f i t p a t i e n t s , a n d , t h e r e f o r e , e x p e r i m e n t s 
w e r e u n d e r t a k e n t o d e t e r m i n e t h e m o s t e f f ec t ive m e a n s for t r a n s f e r r i n g i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m 
t h e r e s e a r c h l a b o r a t o r i e s t o t h e c l i n i c i a n s w h o c o u l d a p p l y it . 

T h e p o s i t i v e r e s u l t s of t h e s u c t i o n s o c k e t for a b o v e - k n e e a m p u t e e s , a n A m e r i c a n i n v e n 
t i o n o r ig ina l ly c o n c e i v e d by P a r m a l e e in 1863, b u t u s e d by t h e G e r m a n s in t h e 1930s 
a n d r e f i ned by t h e B i o m e c h a n i c s L a b o r a t o r y , U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a , B e r k e l e y , in 1946-
4 8 , a f f o r d e d t h e f irs t o p p o r t u n i t y for an e x p e r i m e n t in t r a n s f e r r i n g i n f o r m a t i o n t o t h e 
f ield. 

W i t h t h e c o o p e r a t i o n of t h e O r t h o p e d i c A p p l i a n c e a n d L i m b M a n u f a c t u r e r s A s s o c i a t i o n , 
t h e N R C a n d the P r o s t h e t i c a n d S e n s o r y A i d s S e r v i c e o f t h e V e t e r a n s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
c o n d u c t e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y 40 " s u c t i o n s o c k e t s c h o o l s " in m o r e t h a n a d o z e n l o c a t i o n s 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s d u r i n g t h e 1948-1951 p e r i o d . 

T h e s u c c e s s o f t h e s e t r a v e l i n g i n s t r u c t i o n a l t e a m s s u g g e s t e d a m o r e p e r m a n e n t a p p r o a c h 
t o t h e p r o b l e m . T h u s , in 1952 w h e n a b o d y o f k n o w l e d g e c o n c e r n i n g t h e m a n a g e m e n t 
of t h e u p p e r - l i m b a m p u t e e h a d b e e n a c c u m u l a t e d , f u n d s s u p p l i e d b y t h e V e t e r a n s A d m i n i s 
t r a t i o n w e r e u s e d to se t u p a n e x p e r i m e n t a l e d u c a t i o n p r o g r a m a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a 
a t L o s A n g e l e s , w h e r e a g o o d d e a l o f p i o n e e r i n g r e s e a r c h h a d t a k e n p l a c e . 

B e c a u s e p r o s t h e t i s t s h a d to b e t a u g h t t h e t e c h n i q u e of p l a s t i c l a m i n a t i o n , it w a s n e c e s s a r y 
for t h a t g r o u p t o s p e n d six w e e k s a t U C L A . F o u r w e e k s l a t e r t h e r a p i s t s a r r i v e d for 
i n s t r u c t i o n a n d d u r i n g t h e final w e e k s u r g e o n s a n d p h y s i c i a n s j o i n e d t h e g r o u p t o c o m p l e t e 
t h e c l in ic m a n a g e m e n t t e a m . T h e s u c c e s s of th i s p r o g r a m d u r i n g 1953-54 led t o t h e i n t r o d u c 
t i o n of m a t e r i a l o n a b o v e - k n e e p r o s t h e t i c s w h i c h h a d b e e n d e v e l o p e d b y t h e U n i v e r s i t y 
o f C a l i f o r n i a a t B e r k e l e y . P r o g r a m s of p r o s t h e t i c s e d u c a t i o n w e r e a l s o i n i t i a t ed a t N e w 
Y o r k U n i v e r s i t y a n d N o r t h w e s t e r n U n i v e r s i t y . T h e Off ice of V o c a t i o n a l R e h a b i l i t a t i o n , 
D e p a r t m e n t o f H e a l t h , E d u c a t i o n , a n d W e l f a r e , a s s u m e d f iscal r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of t h e e d u c a 
t i on p r o g r a m a b o u t 1958. T h e s e e a r l y p r o g r a m s c o n s i s t e d so l e ly o f c o u r s e s t o p r o v i d e 
c o n t i n u i n g e d u c a t i o n . M o r e r e c e n t l y p r o g r a m s of b a s i c e d u c a t i o n for p r o s t h e t i s t s a n d 
o r t h o t i s t s h a v e a l s o b e e n p r o v i d e d . 

T h e A m e r i c a n O r t h o t i c a n d P r o s t h e t i c A s s o c i a t i o n , t h e A m e r i c a n A c a d e m y o f 
O r t h o p a e d i c S u r g e o n s , a n d o t h e r s , h a v e l o n g r e c o g n i z e d t h e n e e d a n d h a v e m a d e u s e 
of t h e s e D H E W - s p o n s o r e d p r o g r a m s . D e s p i t e t h e fac t t h a t it c a n b e s h o w n t h a t t h e 
P r o s t h e t i c s a n d O r t h o t i c s E d u c a t i o n P r o g r a m h a s p a i d off h a n d s o m e l y , D H E W in c o m 
p l i a n c e w i t h t h e d i r e c t i v e s of t h e U . S . Off ice o f M a n a g e m e n t o f t h e B u d g e t h a s g i v e n 
n o t i c e t h a t t h e s u p p o r t for e d u c a t i o n will b e w i t h d r a w n c o m p l e t e l y a f te r t h e c u r r e n t 
f iscal y e a r . In fac t t h e p r o g r a m s a t U C L A , N Y U , a n d N U h a v e b e e n k e p t a l ive d u r i n g 
t h e p a s t y e a r a n d wil l b e a b l e t o c o n t i n u e d u r i n g t h e p r e s e n t o n e o n l y b e c a u s e t h e V e t e r a n s 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n w a s a b l e t o s u p p l y t h e s u p p l e m e n t a r y f u n d s n e e d e d . 

T h e f u t u r e for f ede ra l s u p p o r t of e d u c a t i o n in t h e a l l i ed h e a l t h field is t h u s q u i t e u n c e r t a i n . 
W i t h o u t q u e s t i o n , f o r m a l e d u c a t i o n a l p r o g r a m s for f u t u r e a n d p r a c t i c i n g p r o s t h e t i s t s a n d 
o r t h o t i s t s a r e n e e d e d , a n d s o m e s u b s i d i z a t i o n , l ike t h a t r e q u i r e d for m o s t o t h e r u n d e r 
g r a d u a t e a n d g r a d u a t e p r o g r a m s , wil l b e r e q u i r e d . If y o u a g r e e , l e t t e r s s h o u l d b e s e n t 
t o y o u r U . S . C o n g r e s s m a n a n d S e n a t o r s s o t h a t t h e y will b e a w a r e of t h e n e e d fo r 
a n d t h e u s e f u l n e s s o f t h e f e d e r a l l y s p o n s o r e d p r o g r a m s . 



As for continuing education, it is gratifying that the American Academy of Orthotists 
and Prosthetists is conducting short-term courses to keep practitioners up to date. In 
coordination with the formal education program, the American Academy of Orthopaedic 
Surgeons and others, the American Academy of Orthotists and Prosthetists has tremen
dous possibilities for becoming a very effective component in continuing education pro
grams for orthopaedic clinic teams. 

The Veterans Administration has asked the National Research Council to study the 
past and present education programs, especially with respect to the needs of VA, and 
to make recommendations for future programs. This of course will be done with respect 
to the entire country. Any comments and suggestions will be welcomed by the Task 
Force now being organized to carry out the study. They should be forwarded to: Executive 
Director, Committee on Prosthetics Research and Development, National Research 
Council, 2101 Constitution Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20418. 
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