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FOREWORD 
This annotated listing of prosthetic and orthotic visual aids was started 

in 1964 as a project of an ad hoc committee of the Subcommittee on Para
medical Education, Committee on Prosthetic-Orthotic Education. Since the 
functions of this Subcommittee were absorbed by the Subcommittee on Edu
cational Materials in 1967, the latter group has taken over responsibility for 
the reviews. Meetings to review visual aids are held when several films or 
other aids can be made available. Attending each meeting and assisting in 
evaluation are highly qualified persons representing various specialties in the 
health fields. 

Most of the visual aids in this listing were reviewed by the original ad hoc 
committee: Colonel Ruth A. Robinson (U.S. Army, Ret i red) , Chairman, 
Subcommittee on Paramedical Education; Florence Knowles, Social and 
Rehabilitation Service, and Mary Poole, Department of Social Work, Uni
versity of Pennsylvania, consecutive chairmen of the ad hoc committee; Joan 
Edelstein, Post-Graduate Medical School, New York University; Nancy 
Ellis, Occupational Therapy, Columbia University; Lena Plaisted, Boston 
University School of Nursing; Jamie Lisle, Department of Physical Therapy, 
Medical College of Virginia; and Muriel Zimmerman, Institute of Rehabili
tation Medicine, New York University Medical Center. 

Members of the Subcommittee on Educational Materials who reviewed 
films include: Geneva Johnson, Graduate Physical Therapy Curriculum, Case 



Western Reserve University, Chairman; H. Blair Hanger, Prosthetic Educa
tion, Northwestern University; W. Frank Harmon, C.O., Atlanta Brace Shop; 
Phyllis Porter, College of Nursing, University of Bridgeport; Clark Sabine, 
School of Occupational Therapy, Virgina Commonwealth University; and 
Augusto Sarmiento, M.D., Department of Surgery, Division of Orthopaedics, 
University of Miami School of Medicine. 

Others assisting with reviews were: Joseph M. Cestaro, C.P., J . E . Hanger, 
Inc.; Hazel M. Elliot, Department of Occupational Therapy, Medical College 
of Virginia; Hans Lehneis, Institute of Rehabilitation Medicine, New York 
University Medical Center; Alan Smith, M.D., Veterans Administration Hos
pital, Brooklyn, New York; and Helen Vaughn, Bureau of Maternal and 
Child Health, D . C . General Hospital, Washington, D . C . From the National 
Research Council were Elizabeth Davies, Professional Assistant, and Bar
bara R. Friz, Executive Secretary, Committee on Prosthetic-Orthotic 
Education. 

Prosthetics (General) 
Bilateral Hip Disarticulation: Cast

ing, Fabrication and Training, 
Prosthetic-Orthotic Center, North
western University, 1967, 27 
min., color, sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Presents a young man 

with transverse myelitis who 
underwent bilateral hip disar
ticulation for the purpose of in
creasing mobility. The picture 
shows a suspension-casting 
technique and a step-by-step 
progression in fabricating and 
fitting the plastic socket. Limbs 
are attached to the socket by 
mechanical hip joints. Demon
strates training activities, such 
as balance exercises; ambula
tion, using parallel bars; nego
tiation of stairs, curbs and in
clines; and falling and recovery. 
Pylons are replaced with artic
ulated prostheses incorporating 
manual knee locks. The patient 
is seen at the conclusion of the 
rehabilitation program walking 
along the street using crutches. 

Evaluation: This is a technically 
excellent film in which the 
prosthetics techniques and the 
training procedures are clearly 
portrayed. A minor exception 
concerns positioning for the hip 
joint, where further clarification 
is needed. It should be noted 
that the remarkable results ob
tained by this patient can be 
attributed largely to the fact 
that he is highly motivated and 
possesses superior neuromus
c u l a r c o o r d i n a t i o n a n d 
strength. The film, which pre
supposes some knowledge of 
the subject, would be particu
larly useful for prosthetists and 
physical therapists who might 
be working with this type of 
patient. 

Distributor: Prosthetic and Sen
sory Aids Service, Veterans 
Administration, 252 Seventh 
Ave., New York, N.Y. 10001. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Not available for purchase. 



Checkout Procedure for Unilateral 
Below Elbow Prosthesis, Institute 
of Rehabilitation Medicine, 1968, 
3-4 minutes per cartridge, color, 
silent, super 8 mm., requires 
Technicolor Super 8 projector. 
Summary: Six cartridges depict 

various aspects of the check
out procedure as follows: Part 
I—Fit; Part II—Function, 
range of motion; Part I I I — 
Function, cable system; Part 
IV—Function, control sys
tem efficiency; Part V—Func
tion, wrist unit; and Part V I — 
Craftsmanship. An occupation
al therapist, working with the 
below-elbow amputee, demon
strates the various procedures. 
Checkout forms accompany the 
cartridge films. 

Evaluation: These films are excel
lent teaching devices. Proce
dures are clearly presented and 
the separate cartridges can be 
used as required by either in
structor or student. A special 
projector is required, however. 
Only basic routine procedures, 
as practiced at the Institute of 
Rehabilitation Medicine, are 
included. In a few instances, 
reasons for failure are contro
versial. Recommended for 1) 
occupational therapists, 2 ) 
physical therapists, 3 ) physi
cians, and 4 ) prosthetists. 

Distributor: Institute of Rehabili
tation Medicine Publications, 
400 East 34th St., New York, 
N. Y. 10016. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Purchase Cost: $11.00 per car

tridge. If desired, film can be 
ordered in 16 mm. continuous 
reel, cost unknown. 

Controls Training for the Bilateral 
Amputee, San Jose State College, 
1968, 22 min., color, sound, 16 
mm. 
Summary: The expositor of the 

film, a bilateral above-elbow, 
below-elbow amputee, demon
strates donning and removing 
his prostheses, identifies the 
prosthetic components, demon
strates and explains the func
tion of each component. 
Describes early training pro
cedures and demonstrates these 
with the assistance of an occu
pational therapist. 

Evaluation: The difficult task of 
narrating, demonstrating and 
explaining is accomplished re
markably well by the expositor 
who is thoroughly knowledge
able in all aspects of his sub
ject. The film presupposes 
considerable knowledge of 
prosthetics on the part of the 
viewer. As a teaching film it 
would have been enhanced by 
a slower pace, better organiza
tion and perhaps a professional 
narrator. Repeated showing of 
the film would be of value to an 
amputee in helping him under
stand the operation of various 
mechanisms of the device. For 
the same reason, therapists in
volved in training should see 
and study this presentation. 

Distributor: Hosmer, Inc., P . O . 
Box 37, Campbell, California 
95008. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Purchase Source: Film Service 

Laboratories, Inc., 6327 Santa 
Monica Blvd., Hollywood, Cali
fornia 90038. 

Purchase Cost: $101.66. 



A Day in the Life of the Amputee, 
Hosmer-Dorrance, 1955, 26 min., 
color, silent, 16 mm. 
Summary: Presents a bilateral 

upper-extremity amputee as he 
performs a number of activities 
related to self-care, work, and 
recreation. These include fish
ing, bowling, gardening, dress
ing, eating, playing pool, 
driving a car, and lighting a 
cigarette. 

Evaluation: A technically well-
executed film of a man who 
has acquired unusual skill in 
the use of the prostheses. It is 
recommended for upper-ex
tremity amputees and for pro
fessional groups who wish to 
become familiar with the po
tential accomplishments of this 
type of amputee. Essentially, its 
purpose appears to be to en
courage upper-extremity am
putees to use prostheses with 
maximal skill. 

Distributor: Hosmer, Inc., P . O . 
Box 37, Campbell, California 
95008. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Purchase Cost: Approximately 

$150.00. 
Dairy of a Sergeant, U. S. War De

partment, 1945, 22 min., black 
and white, sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: The story of a soldier 

(Harold Russell) who, having 
lost both arms during World 
War II , wages a determined 
and successful fight to achieve 
success in the use of artificial 
limbs and to establish himself 
as a useful member of society. 

Evaluation: An excellent film for 
its era. It has lost much of its 
value, however, through the 

passage of time and today is 
primarily of historical interest. 
It deals with the emotional 
trauma involved in loss of arms 
and portrays the courage re
quired by an amputee to 
achieve his rehabilitation goals. 
For these reasons, the film may 
still serve a purpose when used 
to motivate discouraged upper-
extremity amputees or when 
shown to groups concerned 
with the emotional impact 
caused by crippling disease or 
injury. 

Distributor: Central Office Film 
Library, Veterans Administra
tion, Vermont Ave. and H St., 
N.W., Washington, D . C . 
20420. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Dynamic Exercises for Lower-Ex

tremity Amputees, U. S. Veterans 
Administration, 1959, 10 min., 
color, sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Reviews normal gait 

and the relationships of body 
segments during walking. Fol
lowing the physician's examina
tion of the above-knee stump, 
the amputee patient demon
strates a series of dynamic ex
ercises to develop balance, 
coordination, and strength. 
These exercises are part of a 
physical therapy program that 
prepares the amputee to meet 
daily functional demands. Sev
eral amputee gaits are demon
strated. 

Evaluation: This is a large order 
for a ten-minute film, particu
larly since it goes beyond the 
scope of the title. The exer
cises per se are excellent, but 
the rate at which they are pre-



sented limits the use of the film 
as a teaching device. A patient-
to-patient type of teaching con
tributes to some worthwhile 
scenes. The film is considered 
useful for those who are pre
viously oriented in the tech
niques of dynamic exercises 
and who are experienced in 
working with amputees. 

Distributor: Central Office Film 
Library, Veterans Administra
tion, Vermont Ave. and H St., 
N.W., Washington, D . C . 
20420. 

Rental Fee: None. 

Gait Analysis, Northwestern Uni
versity Medical School, 1961, 27 
min., color, sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Demonstrates the most 

common gait defects that may 
be seen in an above-knee am
putee, including circumduction, 
abduction, vaulting, medial and 
lateral whips, instability of the 
knee, long prosthetic step, and 
others. The defects are shown 
on a subject wearing an ad
justable above-knee prosthesis 
and are described in detail, 
then discussed as to possible 
causes, considering the ampu
tee, the stump and the prosthe
sis. Demonstrates a normal gait 
so that comparison between 
normal and abnormal gait can 
be made. The narration is con
ducted by a physician, a prosthetist, and a physical therapist, 
all faculty members of the 
Prosthetic-Orthotic Education 
Program at Northwestern Uni
versity Medical School. Pocket-
sized brochures summarizing 
the material presented are pro

vided for distribution to view
ers. 
T o be used in conjunction with 
the film are 16 loop films, each 
of which depicts one gait de
viation. These loops are 7 ft. 
in length and can be rerun an 
indefinite number of times, on 
standard projectors. 

Evaluation: This is a valuable 
teaching film. Ample time is 
allowed for the viewer to ob
serve each gait deviation, mak
ing it possible for him to cor
relate the movie sequence with 
the material presented in the 
booklet that accompanies the 
film. The loop films reinforce 
the teaching. Recommended 
for all medical groups con
cerned with the management 
of the lower-extremity ampu
tee, including physicians, phys
ical and occupational thera
pists, nurses, and prosthetists, 
at both the student and gradu
ate levels. The amputee patient 
would also benefit. 

Distributor: American Academy 
of Orthopaedic Surgeons, 430 
N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 
III. 60611 . 

Rental Fee: $5.00. 
Purchase Source: Prosthetic-

Orthotic Center, Northwestern 
University, 401 East Ohio, 
Chicago, 111. 60611. 

Purchase Cost: Film: $150.00; 
set of 16 loop films: $35.00. 

Good-Bye to Captain Hook, Uni
versity of Michigan, 1966, 20 
min., color, sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Presents an overview 

of the medical management of 
the upper-extremity amputee, 
including selection of amputa-



tion level, principles of sur
gery (illustrated diagrammatically), occupational and physi
cal therapy, selected basic 
steps in fabrication, prescrip
tion of prosthesis, types of 
terminal devices, training ac
tivities and prevocational test
ing. Some of the newer 
prosthetic fittings (for example, 
Munster) are not included. 

Evaluation: Technically and pro
fessionally, this is an excellent 
film, accurate and informative 
in its presentation. Coverage of 
a large amount of material 
precludes the detailed exposi
tion necessary for a teaching 
film. It serves well, however, 
as an overall orientation, par
ticularly for the general medi
cal practitioner to whom it is 
directed. For allied groups, it 
would be useful as background 
material. Since it presupposes 
some knowledge of the sub
ject, it would not be suitable 
for nonprofessional groups. 

Distributor: Audio-Visual Edu
cation Center, University of 
Michigan, 416 Fourth Street, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103. 

Rental Fee: $7.00. 
Purchase Cost: $175.00. 

Immediate Postsurgical Fitting, U. S. 
Naval Hospital, Oakland, Calif., 
1965, 25 min., color, sound, 16 
mm. 
Summary: A concisely written 

synopsis of the history, defini
tion, and advantages of imme
diate postsurgical fitting is 
projected on the screen by way 
of introduction. The film dis
cusses indications for the use 
of this method of amputee 

management, presents preamputation work-up procedures, 
mentions briefly some prin
ciples of surgical techniques, 
and devotes considerable time 
to the application of a plaster-
of-Paris socket which incor
porates an unusual method of 
suspension. Demonstrates ad
justment of the temporary 
prosthesis and shows several 
patients walking at varying in
tervals following amputation 
and immediate prosthetic fit
ting. 

Evaluation: A technically excel
lent film that presents the sub
ject matter in a well-organized 
and professional manner. The 
film might have been more 
convincing had the cast not 
been applied to a two-week old 
stump. Application of the 
socket did not include an ex
planation of weight-bearing 
areas, thereby somewhat limit
ing its instructional value. The 
film would be of particular in
terest to physicians and prosthetists and would serve to 
acquaint therapists, nurses, and 
others in selected procedures of 
immediate postsurgical fitting. 

Distributor: Navy Prosthetic Re
search Laboratory, Naval Hos
pital, Oakland, Calif. 94627. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Purchase Source: Multichrome 

Laboratories, 760 Gough 
Street, San Francisco, Calif. 
94102. 

Purchase Cost: Approximately 
$145.00. 

Immediate Postoperative Fitting of 
the Below-Knee Amputee, Uni
versity of Miami, 1965, 15 min. 



color, sound, 16 mm. 
Summary. A large portion of the 

film is devoted to a graphic 
description of surgical tech
niques used in below-knee am
putation. Principles important 
in achieving a satisfactory 
stump and prosthesis for im
mediate postoperative fitting 
are stressed. Level of amputa
tion, proper alignment of the 
prosthesis, and criteria for 
weight-bearing are briefly dis
cussed. Advantages of immedi
ate fitting are pointed out and 
several below-knee amputees 
are shown walking with tem
porary patellar-tendon-bearing 
or Syme prostheses. 

Evaluation: The primary purpose 
of the film appears to be to 
stress the important principles 
underlying amputation surgery 
and the immediate application 
of the cast. This purpose is 
achieved through excellent 
photography and lucid expla
nation. The film lacks continu
ity and the narration is uneven. 
The case presentations are too 
brief to be very meaningful. 
Although rehabilitation pro
cedures are not included, the 
film provides worthwhile back
ground material for therapists 
and nurses. It would serve 
surgeons and prosthetists more 
advantageously. 

Distributor: American Academy 
of Orthopaedic Surgeons, 430 
N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 
111., 60611 . 

Rental Fee: $5.00. 
Purchase Source: Write to Dr. A. 

Sarmiento, University of Miami 
School of Medicine, P . O . Box 

875, Biscayne Annex, Miami, 
Fla. 33152. 

Purchase Cost: $100.00-$150.00. 
Immediate Postsurgical Fitting of 

the Upper Extremity, University 
of Miami, 1968, 20 min., color, 
sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Shows surgical tech

niques used in wrist disarticu
lation of a snake bite victim 
who suffered complete loss of 
hand function. Demonstrates 
application of temporary plas
ter socket prosthesis immedi
ately following surgery. Ther
moplastic material replaces 
temporary prosthesis in about 
two and one-half weeks. Pa
tient uses the prosthesis seven
teen hours after surgery, and 
a year later demonstrates skill
ful use of the hook for writing 
and other activities of daily 
living. 

Evaluation: The material is well 
organized and presented in a 
clear, concise manner. An ex
cellent film, of value primarily 
for the surgeon and prosthetist, 
but of interest as background 
information for physical ther
apists, occupational therapists 
and nurses. 

Distributor: American Academy 
of Orthopaedic Surgeons, 430 
N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 
111. 60611 . 

Rental Fee: $5.00. 
Purchase Source: Write to Dr. A. 

Sarmiento, University of Miami 
School of Medicine, P . O . Box 
875, Biscayne Annex, Miami, 
Fla. 33152. 

Purchase Cost: $100.00-$150.00. 
Immediate Postsurgical Prosthesis, 

Veterans Administration Hospi-



tal, Seattle, Wash., 1966, 35 
min., color, sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Dr. Ernest M. Bur

gess, principal investigator, 
Seattle Prosthetics Research 
Study, presents the historical 
background leading to the 
present research program and 
explains the concept, rationale, 
and advantages of immediate 
postsurgical fitting. A patient 
with a nonhealing defect is fol
lowed from the preamputation 
period to 31 days postamputation, at which time he demon
strates his dancing ability while 
wearing a permanent prosthe
sis. The film presents details 
of the surgical techniques, in
cluding tension myodesis, and 
shows application of the plaster-of-Paris socket and tempo
rary prosthesis immediately 
following surgery. The film 
outlines the rehabilitation pro
gram and introduces other 
types of amputees who have 
had immediate prosthetic fit
ting. 

Evaluation: The surigical proce
dure from the initial incision to 
the closing of the wound is 
clearly and graphically por
trayed. Inclusion of the ana
tomical structures involved 
adds to the value. Details of 
prosthetic fitting and post
surgical care are sketchy, but 
adequate to illustrate prin
ciples. The photography is ex
cellent. The film is directed 
primarily toward introducing 
and encouraging the use of im
mediate postsurgical fitting. It 
is a completely optimistic re
port. Criteria are not discussed. 

Of special interest to the phy
sician, prosthetist, nurse, and 
physical therapist, and certain
ly of value in graduate pros
thetics programs. 

Distributor: Central Office Film 
Library, Veterans Administra
tion, Vermont Avenue and H 
Street, N.W., Washington, 
D . C . 20420. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Purchase Source: National Audio

visual Center, National Ar
chives and Records Services, 
Washington, D . C . 20409. 

Purchase Cost: $143.50. 
Meet Jerry Leavy, San Jose State 

College, 1968, 40 min., color, 
sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Jerry Leavy, a bilateral 

above-elbow, below-elbow am
putee narrates the film as he 
performs many activities of 
daily living. (He is the same 
person who appeared in the 
film, "A Day in the Life of the 
Amputee," 1955.) Showering, 
shaving, and other early morn
ing activities are accomplished 
before donning the protheses 
immediately prior to dressing. 
For the rest of the normal day, 
he wears the prostheses and 
uses them with unusual dex
terity and skill. Portrayal of 
Mr. Leavy's activities as Presi
dent of the Hosmer Corpora
tion and at the controls of his 
plane constitute the final part 
of the film. 

Evaluation: This film demon
strates the high degree of skill 
that can be achieved by a 
prostheses wearer who pos
sesses the necessary motiva
tion, perseverance and coor-



dination. An upper-extremity 
amputee would profit from ob
serving the demonstrated tricks 
and short-cuts in performance 
of activities and would prob
ably appreciate the informal 
personal approach. The ampu
tee should have the opportu
nity of viewing the film several 
times because it moves along 
rapidly and it would be diffi
cult to pick up all the points in 
one showing. Besides the am
putee and his family, the film 
would be of special value for 
occupational and physical ther
apists. Of interest to anyone 
working with upper-extremity 
amputees. 

Distributor: Hosmer, Inc., P . O . 
Box 37, Campbell, California 
95008. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Purchase Source: Film Service 

Laboratories, Inc., 6327 Santa 
Monica Blvd., Hollywood, 
Calif. 90038. 

Purchase Cost: $201.50. 
New Geriatric Prostheses Adaptable 

to Bilateral Amputees, Water-
bury, Conn., 1964, 10 min., 
color, silent, 16 mm. 
Summary: Describes an above-

knee prosthesis designed for 
use by the geriatric patient and 
points out the advantages of 
certain modifications over the 
more conventional "tempor
ary" prosthesis. Demonstrates 
the use of the prostheses as 
fitted to a bilateral amputee, a 
64-year-old woman. 

Evaluation: This film would be 
of interest to those who are 
dealing with the problems of 
prescribing, designing, or fab

ricating prostheses for the geri
atric patient. The graphic de
scription of the prosthesis is 
well presented. 

Distributor: Dr. Sung J. Liao, Di
rector, Department of Physical 
Medicine and Rehabilitation, 
Waterbury Hospital, Waterbury, Conn. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Not available for purchase. 

New Legs, National Council for 
Care of Cripples, South Africa, 
1960, 18 min., color, sound, 16 
mm. 
Summary: Presents the case his

tory of a young railway plate
layer who suffered an accident 
that ultimately resulted in a bi
lateral hip disarticulation. He 
is fitted with a pair of pros
theses that incorporate double-
action hip joints. Following a 
training program, he is shown 
walking with prostheses and 
crutches and participating in 
many physical activities with 
and without the prostheses. 

Evaluation: The purpose of this 
film is to encourage people liv
ing in South Africa to support 
rehabilitation through the pur
chase of Easter Seal stamps. 
Perhaps this accounts for the 
optimistic tone of this techni
cally excellent picture. The 
amputee is unusually cheerful, 
physically agile, and well moti
vated, and his well-planned re
habilitation program is highly 
successful. This film might be 
of interest to the patient and 
family. For professional groups 
it is of interest only to show 
the achievement of one ampu
tee with a bilateral hip dis-



articulation. 
Distributor: Film Library, Inter

national Society for Rehabili
tation of the Disabled, 219 
East 44th St., New York, N.Y. 
10017. 

Rental Fee: $10.00. 
Purchase Source: National Coun

cil for the Care of Cripples in 
South Africa, P . O . Box 10173, 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Purchase Cost: Unknown. 
Normal Human Locomotion, Uni

versity of California at Los An
geles, 1965, 3 hr., black and 
white, sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: This seven-reel film 

reproduces a classroom lecture 
as presented by Cameron B. 
Hall, M.D., in the U C L A 
courses in lower-extremity 
prosthetics. In his presenta
tion, Dr. Hall graphically de
scribes the normal pattern of 
human locomotion and ex
plains it in terms of pertinent 
basic principles, including de
terminants of gait and mechan
ical forces. The film is printed 
at a contrast level that permits 
it to be shown in a partially 
lighted room, thereby allowing 
viewers to write on the illus
trated lesson sheets provided 
with the film. 

Evaluation: The film is of special 
value. It encompasses a diffi
cult subject on the basis of re
search from voluminous liter
ature, and it is organized in a 
clear, concise, and understand
able manner. 

N o attempt is made to achieve 
a technically perfect film; it 
comes "as is" from the class
room. Dr. Hall's teaching 

methods, which include skill
ful execution of illustrations, a 
keen sense of timing, and— 
most important— a sequential, 
organized presentation of ma
terials, combine to make this 
film an excellent teaching de
vice for both students and in
structors. 
The film is highly recom
mended for any professional 
person engaged in gait training 
or concerned with any aspect 
of human locomotion. Its use 
in undergraduate programs will 
vary according to the teaching 
talents of the faculty members 
and the curriculum content. If 
the length precludes showing it 
in one session, it can be shown 
in two or three sessions. It is 
recommended that instructors 
review the film in order to 
strengthen their own teaching 
methods and to determine in 
what way it can supplement or 
reinforce instruction in their 
own particular situation. 

Distributor: American Academy 
of Orthopaedic Surgeons, 430 
N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 111. 
60611. 

Rental Fee: $15.00. (The film 
may be retained by the bor
rower for a maximum of two 
weeks. Requests for the film 
should indicate the number of 
lessons sheets desired.) 

One Step at a Time, Rehabilitation 
Institute of Montreal, 1963, 15 
min., black and white, sound, 16 
mm. 
Summary: Portrays a unilateral 

above-knee amputee who is 
first seen walking with crutches 
but without an artifical limb. 



After considerable introspec
tion, this young male decides 
to be prosthetically fitted. As 
the story unfolds, it depicts his 
reaction to the various steps in 
the rehabilitation program. 
The three key people responsi
ble for the program—the phys
ician, the physical therapist, 
and the prosthetist—are pre
sented and their roles briefly 
explained. T h e p ros the t i s t 
plays the major role in this 
film. 

Evaluation: The close-ups, the 
music, and the general tone of 
this picture are designed to 
show the emotional impact on 
the amputee of the various sit
uations that evolve during the 
rehabilitation process. The 
movie is photographically ar
tistic and technically good. Its 
use to professional people is 
limited, however, because of 
the superficial manner in which 
the material is handled. It ap
pears to be directed toward the 
layman and especially toward 
the unfitted amputee. 

Distributor: International Film 
Bureau, Inc., 332 S. Michigan 
Ave., Chicago, 111. 60604. 

Rental Fee: $6.00. 
Purchase Cost: $85.00. 

Phantom Pain, Public Health Ser
vice, 32 min., black and white, 
sound, 16 mm. 

Summary: The psychiatrist com
ments briefly before and after 
an interview with a 39-year-
old below-knee amputee suf
fering from severe phantom 
pain. The patient is on screen 
most of the time, vividly re
lating his experiences, feelings, 

and symptoms. He is inter
rupted only by an occasional 
question from the physician. 
N o attempt is made to probe 
the reasons for the phantom 
pain or to suggest any defini
tive treatment plan. 

Evaluation: The patient's re
marks and behavior in describ
ing the history and character of 
his pain provide a good stimu
lus for discussion among pro
fessional persons interested in 
the emotional aspects of this 
condition. The picture is not 
consistently clear and the fact 
that the sound is not synchro
nized with the visual part is 
somewhat distracting. Psychia
trists, residents, and medical 
students might find the film 
useful, especially for seminar-
type discussions. Allied groups 
concerned with this and other 
problems of pain would be in
terested in seeing the film. 

Distributor: National Medical 
Audiovisual Center Annex, 
Station K, Atlanta, Georgia 
30324. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Purchase Source: National Au

diovisual Center, National Ar
chives and Records Services, 
Washington, D . C . 20409. 

Purchase Cost: $55.25. 
Physical Therapy Management of a 

Bilateral Lower-Extremity Am
putee, U.S. Army, ( P M F 5382) , 
1964, 32 min., color, sound, 16 
mm. 

Summary: Illustrates the progres
sion of physical therapy pro
cedures in the management of 
the amputee, following the 
program from the day prepros-



thetic stump exercises are in
itiated until the time skillful 
use of the prostheses is 
achieved and the amputee—a 
military officer—is returned to 
duty as an instructor. The vari
ous procedures include ban
daging of the above-knee and 
below-knee stump, joint mea
surement, stump exercises, 
stump hygiene, care of the suc
tion socket, body-strengthen
ing and balancing exercises, 
gait training and analysis, and 
advanced functional activities. 
Also, briefly presented, are the 
principles involved in fitting 
two types of prostheses, the 
suction socket and the patellar-
tendon-bearing socket. 

Evaluation: The film is technical
ly superior and professionally 
sound. Of particular interest 
and worthy of mention are the 
well-presented progression of 
exercises, the clear graphic de
scriptions, the inclusion of 
training with the patellar-tendon-bearing prosthesis, and 
the portrayal of the exacting 
self-discipline required by the 
patient. Although the rehabili
tation team is acknowledged, 
the film is presented entirely 
from the physical therapist's 
point of view. Because of the 
extensive amount of material 
in this film, its primary value 
lies in an orientation to a good 
physical therapy program rath
er than its use in teaching 
skills. It is recommended for 
viewing by physical therapists 
and students, and also by any 
of the allied medical profes
sions who have an interest in 

the management of the ampu
tee. New amputees would also 
appreciate this preview of the 
treatment program. 

Distributor: Requests for film 
should be directed to Audio-
Visual Support Center of the 
Army Area in which the re
questing individual or institu
tion is located, as follows: First 
U.S. Army, Fort George G. 
Meade, Maryland 20755 (in
cludes Connecticut, Maine, 
Massachusetts, New Hamp
shire, New Jersey, New York, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, Dela
ware, Kentucky, Maryland, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia, 
and West Virginia); Third U.S. 
Army, Atlanta, Georgia 30330 
(includes Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Tennessee); Fourth U.S. Army, 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas 
78234 (includes Arkansas, 
Louisiana, New Mexico, Okla
homa, and Texas) ; Fifth U.S. 
Army, Fort Sheridan, Chicago, 
Illinois 60037 (includes Col
orado, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Missouri, Nebraska, North 
Dakota, South Dakota, Wis
consin, and Wyoming); Sixth 
U.S. Army, Presidio of San 
Francisco, California 94129 
(includes Arizona, California, 
Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Ore
gon, Utah, and Washington). 
Requests originating in Metro
p o l i t a n W a s h i n g t o n , D . C . 
should be directed to Audio-
Visual Support Center, Armed 
Forces Institute of Pathology, 
Washington, D . C . 20305. 



Rental Fee :None. 
Not available for purchase. 

Problems of Amputee Joint Align
ment, Charles Bechtol, M.D., 

1951, 12 min., black and 
white, silent, 16 mm. 

Summary: Shows a limited num
ber of gait deviations related to 
faulty knee-joint alignment in 
above-knee amputees. 

Evaluation: Although the year of 
production precludes use of the 
adjustable leg to establish 
alignment, the film may still be 
useful to prosthetists and stu
dent prosthetists in under
standing faults in old-type 
prostheses. It should be used in 
a classroom environment be
cause it lacks the narration 
needed for clarification. Freeze 
frames help in analyzing the 
deviations. 

Distributor: American Academy 
of Orthopaedic Surgeons, 430 
N. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, 
111. 60611. 

Rental Fee: $5.00. 
Rehabilitation Approach to the 

Hemicorporectomized Patient, 
New York University Medical 
Center, 1965, 20 min., color, 
sound, 16 mm. 

Summary: Presents a 49-year-old 
man amputated between L4 
and L5 for pelvic cancer. 
Traces the chronological prog
ress of the amputee, emphasiz
ing preprosthetic management, 
fitting and transfer and ambu
lation activities. Makes refer
ence to social, psychological, 
and vocational adjustment and 
to continuous medical and 
prosthetic follow-up. 

Evaluation: This is an excellent 

film, professionally and techni
cally. Although such a patient 
is rare, his rehabilitation illus
trates principles of fitting and 
training applicable to amputees 
with high levels of amputation 
and to severely involved para
plegics. The results of cooper
ative team effort are well pre
sented. Physicians, nurses, 
prosthetists, and physical ther
apists will find the film of in
terest as will hemicorporecto
mized patients. 

Distributor: National Medical 
Audiovisual Center Annex, 
Station K, Atlanta, Georgia 
30324. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Purchase Source: Color Service 

Company, Inc., 115 West 45th 
St., New York, N.Y. 10036. 

Purchase Cost: Approximately 
$56.00. 

Rehabilitation of the Quadruple 
Amputee, Baylor University — 
Texas Institute for Research and 
Rehabilitation, 1967, 15 min., 
color, sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Presents a young man 

who became a quadruple am
putee as the result of electrical 
burns. The below-elbow and 
below-knee stumps are shown 
before and after surgical re
vision. Patient is shown don
ning the prostheses, walking, 
negotiating stairs, and per
forming several other activities 
of daily living. 

Evaluation: The film shows some 
activities that this type of quad
ruple amputee is able to per
form in a clinical situation. 
The approach is very general 
in that only results are shown, 



without reference to methods 
of training, time required for 
training, and professional par
ticipation. Vocational achieve
ments would have been of in
terest, inasmuch as the patient 
returned to work on a farm. 
The technical quality of the 
film is good. The film might be 
useful to acquaint a patient, a 
family, or an interested group 
with the potential rehabilita
tion of this type of patient. 

Distributor: Orthotics Depart
ment, Texas Institute for Re
search and Rehabilitation, 
1333 Moursund Ave., Hou
ston, Tex. 77025. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Purchase Cost: $85.00. 

Some Biomechancial Methods for 
Evaluating Activities, V A Pros
thetics Center, 1956, 18 min., 
color, magnetic sound (requires 
special projector), 16 mm. 
Summary: Shows some of the 

biomechanical methods used in 
the laboratory to measure the 
effectiveness with which both 
normal and handicapped peo
ple can perform various activ
ities. Various photographic, 
mechanical, and electrical tech
niques are demonstrated. 

Evaluation: This interesting film 
deals with research methodol
ogy and is, therefore, of inter
est primarily to individuals en
gaged or interested in research. 

Distributor: Research and Devel
opment Division, Prosthetic 
and Sensory Aids Service, Vet
erans Administration, 252 Sev
enth Ave., New York, N.Y. 
10001. 

Rental Fee: None. 

Speaking of Nurses—Nursing Care 
of the Amputee, Rancho Los 
Amigos Hospital, 1968, 28 min., 
sound, black and white, need 
Ampex one-inch video tape re
corder. 
Summary: Presents the role of 

the liaison nurse in the care of 
a patient who receives a below-
knee amputation and is fitted 
immediately following surgery. 
Shows patient's presurgical ori
entation, with the nurse, the 
surgeon and the prosthetist 
participating. Depicts proce
dures in treatment, including 
surgery and subsequent steps 
in rehabilitation. Stresses pa
tient-nurse relationships, self-
help, and the concepts of pre
vention, maintenance, restora
tion, and continuity of patient 
care. 

Evaluation: Although the patient 
who was selected to be in this 
film is an amputee, the pri
mary purpose of the film ap
pears to be the presentation of 
a concept of nursing care, a 
purpose which is well served. 
The film does provide a good 
orientation to the care and 
management of a particular 
kind of amputee. The video 
tape will limit distribution. The 
film may be of value to nurses 
and to patients, particularly in 
situations where this type of 
program exists or is being de
veloped. 

Distributor: Acme Film Labora
tories, Hollywood, California. 

Rental Fee: $40.00. 
Purchase Cost: $100.00. 

Suction Socket Artificial Limb, U.S. 
Veterans Administration, 1951, 



24 min., color, sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Describes the suction 

prosthesis in terms of the ana
tomical principles involved in 
its fabrication and fitting. Pre
sents the indications and 
contraindications for its pre
scription, emphasizing the im
portance of the emotional 
maturity of the patient. Dem
onstrates briefly gait abnor
malities and training. Also 
i l lus t ra tes check-ou t p r o c e 
dures. 

Evaluation: Although made in 
1951, this excellent film is 
valuable in its presentation of 
a type of above-knee prosthesis 
that is widely used. This film 
is of greatest value to physi
cians, prosthetists, and physical 
therapists, both staff and stu
dents. As background infor
mation, it could be useful for 
anyone concerned with the 
management of the above-knee 
amputee. 

Distributor: Research and Devel
opment Division, Prosthetic 
and Sensory Aids Service, 
Veterans Administration, 252 
Seventh Ave., New York, N.Y. 
10001. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Surgery and Immediate Prosthetic 

Rehabilitation of the Peripheral 
Vascular Disease Amputee, Uni
versity of Miami, 1967, 16 min., 
color, sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Describes amputation 

surgery, immediate prosthetic 
fitting, and rehabilitation of a 
62-year-old man who under
went a below-knee amputation 
for severe arteriosclerosis. 
Points stressed in surgical pro

cedure include transection of 
the tibia and fibula at the 
same level, unattached section 
muscle groups, and the use of 
interrupted sutures, rather 
than drains. A plaster-of-Paris 
socket that leaves the knee un
restricted is attached to an 
adjustable pylon with foot. 
Weight-bearing is on a gradu
ated basis. Also briefly pre
sented is a 79-year-old diabetic 
fitted with the expandable 
PTB-Syme's prosthesis. 

Evaluation: The film outlines 
clearly the steps and procedures 
followed in this approach to 
immediate postsurgical fitting. 
The subject matter is well or
ganized and effectively handled. 
The technical quality of the 
film is excellent in all respects. 
It is of interest primarily to 
physicians and prosthetists. 
Although gait training is not in
cluded, physical therapists 
would be interested in the film 
for background information, as 
would other professional per
sonnel working with patients 
who have undergone this pro
cedure. 

Distributor: American Academy 
of Orthopaedic Surgeons, 430 
N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 
111. 60611. 

Rental Fee: $5.00. 
Purchase Source: Write to Dr. A. 

Sarmiento, University of Miami 
School of Medicine, Biscayne 
Annex, P . O . Box 875, Miami, 
Fla. 33152. 

Purchase Cost: $100.00-$150.00. 
Surgical Approach to Syme's Ampu

tation, University of Miami, 1965, 
13 min., color, sound, 16 mm. 



Summary: The patient is a 22-
year-old woman with spina 
bifida who required amputation 
of a foot because of infection. 
Illustrates surgical procedures, 
which include transection of 
bone to allow surfaces to be 
parallel to floor, removal of 
bone flares for improved cosmesis, and closure of wound 
with interrupted wire sutures. 
A SACH foot is attached to the 
plaster pylon and the patient 
becomes fully weight-bearing 
after the stitches are removed 
and the second cast is applied. 
The permanent appliance, 
which is usually delivered two 
months following amputation, 
has an inner wall of expand
able plastic which eliminates 
the need for the side window 
and supracondylar cuff. Also 
shows a 79-year-old man satis
factorily wearing this type of 
prosthesis two years after am
putation. 

Evaluation: This is a well-orga
nized, technically excellent 
film, presenting a modification 
of the Syme's amputation and 
prosthetic fitting. The prosthe
sis is described, but fabrication 
is not detailed. Some of the sur
gical procedures are shown 
without much explanation, so 
presumably they would be 
completely understood only by 
surgeons, to whom the picture 
is actually directed. Other pro
fessional groups would find the 
material valuable for orienta
tion to this approach to the 
Syme's amputation. 

Distributor: American Academy 
of Orthopaedic Surgeons, 430 

N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 
111. 60611. 

Rental Fee: $5.00. 
Purchase Source: Write to Dr. A. 

Sarmiento, University of Miami 
Medical School, P . O . Box 875, 
Biscayne Annex, Miami, Fla. 
33152. 

Purchase Cost: $100.00-$150.00. 
Techniques of Biceps Cineplasty, 

U. S. Army, 1954, 25 min., color, 
sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Presents a graphic de

scription of surgical techniques 
used in construction of the 
tunnel. Shows training proce
dures, including manual and 
mechanical resistive exercises, 
and bimanual activities of daily 
living. 

Evaluation: Although this film 
was produced in 1954, it is 
still useful in its vivid presen
tation of the details of surgery. 
It is directed primarily to the 
surgeon, but would be of inter
est to other professional people 
working with this type of pa
tient. It would have been more 
useful for the latter group had 
the training instructions been 
more expansive. 

Distributor: U . S . Army Audio-
Visual Support Centers. (See 
distributors for film, "Physical 
Therapy Management of a Bi
lateral Lower-Extremity Am
putee." 

Rental Fee: None. 
Not available for purchase. 

Total Rehabilitation of a Bilateral 
High Upper-Extremity Amputee, 
U. S. Veterans Administration, 
1959, 30 min., color, sound, 
16 mm. 
Summary: Stresses the roles of all 



members of the rehabilitation 
team in the management of this 
amputee. Illustrates the team 
approach in establishment of 
the program—examination and 
supervision by the physician; 
preprosthetic preparation of 
the stump and an exercise pro
gram by the physical therapist; 
prosthetic training by the oc
cupational therapist; and voca
tional guidance by the coun
selor. Most of the time this film 
is devoted to occupational ther
apy, and the amputee is shown 
in several learning situations 
involving functional activities. 

Evaluation: The scenes that show 
how the patient encounters dif
ficulty in performing normally 
simple chores and how the pa
tient and the therapist work 
together to find an efficient 
method of performance are 
well presented. Although the 
film does not attempt to pre
sent a step-by-step prosthetic 
training program, the omission 

of any reference to solving 
toilet problems, a real concern 
with this type of amputee, is 
unfortunate. The team ap
proach is somewhat overem
phasized in the film, particu
larly insofar as the meetings 
are concerned. This film has 
teaching value for occupational 
therapy students and for oc
cupational therapists who have 
limited experience in working 
with patients with upper-ex
tremity amputations. It may 
also be useful as an orientation 
for any allied health group 
whose members are concerned 
with the management of the 

high upper-extremity amputee. 
Distributor: Central Office Film 

Library, Veterans Administra
tion, Vermont Ave. and H 
St., N.W., Washington, D . C . 
20420. 

Rental Fee: None. 

A Triple Amputee Steps Out, U . S . 
Veterans Administration, 1964, 
25 min., color, sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Shows the rehabilita

tion of a male adult with an 
above-knee amputation, a be
low-knee amputation, and a 
unilateral above-elbow ampu
tation. The patient also suffers 
from heart and kidney compli
cations that add to the difficulty 
of rehabilitation. Preprosthetic 
exercises and balancing ac
tivities are followed by ambu
lation with stubbies, and, 
finally, with permanent pros
theses and crutches. 

Evaluation: The level of rehabili
tation for this severely involved 
patient appears unrealistic; and, 
although he finally ambulates, 
the gait is labored and un
steady. Use of the upper-
extremity prosthesis, which 
would seem a more useful ac
tivity for this patient, is not 
discussed. This film has little 
place in paramedical teaching 
and would be of interest only 
to note the accomplishments 
of this unusual and highly 
motivated amputee. 

Distributor: Central Office Film 
Library, Veterans Administra
tion, Vermont Ave. and H St., 
N.W., Washington, D . C . 
20420. 

Rental Fee: None. 



Upper-Extremity Prosthetics, U . S . 
Veterans Administration, 1952, 
23 min., color, sound, 16 mm. 

Summary: Presents two veterans, 
both of whom are upper-ex
tremity amputees. One wears 
his prosthesis successfully; the 
other keeps his device in his 
desk. The film explains the dy
namics leading to this differ
ence. The successful patient is 
portrayed as the recipient of 
services offered in a well-
planned amputee management 
program. The absence of such 
a program, together with other 
deterrent factors, is presented 
as the cause for the second 
patient's rejection of his orig
inal prosthesis. A program 
designed to overcome his re
luctance to wear the prosthesis 
is outlined. 

Evaluation: This film succeeds in 
achieving its objectives, as it 
clearly demonstrates the im
portance of good technical and 
psychological management of 
the amputee patient. It is not 
recommended as a teaching 
film, because it is lacking in its 
portrayal of the ideal training 
program. It is recommended 
as a general type film for allied 
health groups and for patients 
who might be resistant to the 
intensive effort needed to ob
tain maximal use of the pros
thesis. 

Distributor: Central Office Film 
Library, Veterans Administra
tion, Vermont Ave. and H St., 
N.W., Washington, D . C . 
20420. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Purchase Source: National Audio

visual Center, National Ar
chives and Records Services, 
Washington, D . C . 20409. 

Purchase Cost: $78.25. 
Upper-Extremity Prosthetic Prin

ciples, U . S . Veterans Administra
tion, 1955, 29 min., color, 
sound, 16 mm. 

Summary: Demonstrates several 
interesting activities that were 
part of a research program 
aimed at improving upper-
extremity prosthetic devices. 
Of special interest are the dem
onstration of normal move
ments of the human hand in a 
variety of grasping and grip
ping activities, an analysis of 
lost movements at various 
levels of upper-extremity am

putation, and the types of 
upper-extremity prostheses ap
propriate for specific levels of 
amputation. 

Evaluation: This film is of in
terest to those who would like 
to be better informed about 
the development of prosthetic 
devices. It could be used to 
illustrate components of pros
theses when they are not 
available, although it should 
be remembered that only those 
prosthetic devices in use prior 
to 1955 are included. 

Distributor: Central Office Film 
Library, Veterans Administra
tion, Vermont Ave and H St., 
N.W., Washington, D . C . 
20420. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Purchase Source: National Audio

visual Center, National Ar
chives and Records Services, 
Washington, D . C . 20409. 

Purchase Cost: $97.75. 



Upper-Extremity Prosthetics—Har
nessing and Control Systems, 
Northwestern University, 1966, 
23 min., color, sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Presents the mechan

ics of the single-control system 
for a below-elbow amputee and 
the dual-control system for an 
above-elbow amputee. Body 
control motions and sequence 
of operation for each are dem
onstrated. Clarification of con
cepts is achieved by use of 
patients, the actual prostheses, 
and two-dimensional models of 
the prostheses. Does not in
clude shoulder disarticulation 
or triple-control system as title 
might imply. 

Evaluation: The sequential, prop
erly paced presentation of well-
selected items and procedures 
and the judicious repetition of 
pertinent points result in an 
extremely well-organized film 
and an effective teaching de
vice. The technical quality is 
excellent and the narration is 
clear and specific. The film pre
supposes a fair amount of 
knowledge of prosthetics. It 
would be extremely valuable 
for use in a graduate program 
or for review by physical ther
apists, occupational therapists, 
nurses, and any other groups 
concerned with the prescription 
or fabrication of upper-extrem
ity prostheses, and for those 
who instruct amputees in use 
of upper-extremity prostheses. 
A brochure summarizing the 
material in the film has been 
prepared for distribution to 

viewers. 
Distributor: American Academy 

of Orthopaedic Surgeons, 430 
N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 
111., 60611. 

Rental Fee: $5.00. 
Purchase Source: Prosthetic-Or

thotic Center, Northwestern 
University, 401 East Ohio St., 
Chicago, 111. 60611. 

Purchase Cost: $150.00. 
The Urban Maes Amputation for 

Peripheral Vascular Disease, U . S . 
Veterans Administration, 1956, 
14 min., color, sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Demonstrates the Ur

ban Maes operative technique 
of below-knee amputation in a 
patient with disease of com
promised circulations. Shows 
the healed stump and joint 
range of motion some weeks 
later. Also presented are sev
eral other patients whose 
treatment management is simi
lar. Several views of stumps 
are shown, and the patients are 
seen ambulating on a tempo
rary pylon as well as on the 
permanent prosthesis. 

Evaluation: Primarily of value to 
physicians. Because of its rela
tive simplicity, however, the 
film would be a good selection 
to illustrate a well-defined sur
gical procedure to individuals 
who have not observed actual 
surgery. 

Distributor: Central Office Film 
Library, Veterans Administra
tion, Vermont Ave. and H St., 
N.W., Washington, D . C . 
20420. 

Rental Fee: None. 



Child Prosthetics 
Child Prosthetics Project: A Report, 

University of California at Los 
Angeles, 1958, 22 min., color, 
sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Explains the role of 

each member of a large pros
thetics team, which includes 
the family physician, pediatri
cian, orthopaedic surgeon, 
social worker, psychologist, en
gineer, prosthetist, physical 
therapist, occupational thera
pist, and project administrator. 
Portrays proceedings of a pros
thetics conference, during 
which the patient and parent 
are presented. The contribu
tions of the social worker, the 
psychologist, and the engineer 
are emphasized. At the con
clusion of the film, it is ex
plained that one of the 
principal purposes of the team 
is to collect research data with 
a view toward improving train
ing and prosthetic devices and 
procedures. 

Evaluation: At the time the film 
was made, it undoubtedly 
served the purposes of showing 
the UCLA program as well as 
presenting the concepts of the 
prosthetics team and the early 
fitting of the child amputee. Al
though it might be of some 
value in demonstrating a re
search approach, its outdated 
quality relegates it, for the most 
part, to the category of "his
torical interest." 

Distributor: Paul L. Brand and 
Son, 2153 K St., N.W., Wash
ington, D . C . 20001 . 

Rental Fee: $6.50. 
Purchase Cost: $110.00. 

Child Upper-Extremity Amputees, 
University of Michigan Medical 
Center, 1964, 19 min., color, 
sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Presents ten child am

putees and portrays their ac
complishments in use of an 
upper-extremity prosthesis at 
specified ages, covering a span 
of several years in some in
stances. The x-rays of the in
volved extremities are shown, 
and a pictorial description of 
the amputation or limb defi
ciency is given. In cases of 
congential amputees, diagnoses 
are given in terms of roentgenographical appearance. The 
type of prosthesis prescribed 
for each child and the changes 
necessitated by his growth and 
development are shown. 

Evaluation: A well-presented, in
formative film that graphically 
portrays the accomplishments 
that may be expected of the 
child amputee who has the ad
vantage of an early treatment 
program. It points out clearly 
the disadvantage to the child 
when prosthetic fitting is de
layed. An orientation film of a 
specialized nature, it should be 
of interest to any professional 
person involved in the care of 
the child amputee. Parents of 
child amputees could also bene
fit by seeing this film. It is 
recommended for public health 
nurses who are in a position to 
refer the young amputee to the 



amputee clinic. 
Distributor: Audio-Visual Edu

cation Center, University of 
Michigan, 416 Fourth St., Ann 
Arbor, Mich. 48103 . 

Rental Fee: $1.50. 
Purchase Cost: $165.00. 

The Child with an Acquired Ampu
tation, Prosthetic-Orthotic Edu
cation, Northwestern University, 
1967, 29 min., color, sound, 16 
mm. 
Summary: Summarizes current 

practices in the care of the 
child with an acquired amputa
tion. Stresses behavioral and 
physiologic differences between 
children and adults. Presents 
statistics related to etiology and 
sites of amputation, outlines 
principles of surgery, and dis
cusses prescription of pros
thesis and principles of train
ing as related to age of child. 
Emphasizes team approach and 
involvement of family. 

Evaluation: This film provides 
an excellent vehicle for the 
philosophy underlying the med
ical management of these 
children. The subject is thor
oughly covered, well organized 
and well documented. Conti
nuity is maintained and the 
final summary constitutes an 
effective teaching device. The 
superb photography, animated 
illustrations, and musical back
ground contribute to the tech
nical excellence and apprecia
tion of the film. The narration 
is not particularly well paced, 
and the statistics could be pre
sented more effectively. The 
film is directed primarily to a 
physician (orthopaedic-pediat-

ric) audience; however, it 
would also provide excellent 
orientation to the program for 
any professional person in
volved in the treatment of these 
children. Selected members of 
a family might profit by seeing 
it. 

Distributor: American Academy 
of Orthopaedic Surgeons, 430 
N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 
111. 60611. 

Rental Fee: $5.00. 
Purchase Source: Prosthetic-Orthotic-Center, Northwestern 

University, 401 East Ohio St., 
Chicago, 111. 60611 . 

Purchase Cost: $150.00. 
Congenital Absence of the Lumbar 

Spine and Sacrum, Area Child 
Amputee Center, State of Michi
gan, 1968, 22 min., color, sound, 
16 mm. 

Summary: This relatively rare 
but long-known disease is well 
described by use of clinical 
signs, x-ray, gross and micro
scopic tissue specimens, pylograms and arteriograms. Five 
male patients were treated at 
this center, and the film is most
ly concerned with the steps in 
rehabilitation of these patients. 
Advantages of bilateral sub
trochanteric amputation are 
discussed, and patients are 
shown ambulating with and 
without hip disarticulation 
prostheses and crutches. A 
variety of physical activities is 
demonstrated. 

Evaluation: The material is ex
tremely well organized and 
clearly presented. Photography 
is excellent. A good teaching 
device for professional per-



sons working with these and 
other congenitally limb-defi
cient children. Could conceiv
ably be of value for viewing by 
a child's family. 

Distributor: State of Michigan 
Department of Public Health, 
The Area Child Amputee Pro
gram, 920 Cherry St., S.E., 
G r a n d R a p i d s , Mich igan 
49506. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Purchase Cost: $136.10. 

Early Development of Ambulation 
—Unilateral Below-Knee Ampu
tee, University of California at 
Los Angeles, 1965, 18 min., black 
and white, sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Depicts the progress 

of the child amputee from the 
time he attempts to stand until 
he walks independently with 
the prosthesis, which has be
come an integral part of his 
body image. Shown are the 
changing patterns of rhythm, 
the gradual narrowing of the 
base of support, and the in
creasing stability as motor-kinesthetic development takes 
place and the child participates 
in increasingly complex skills 
and play activities. 

Evaluation: Presents well the con
cept of early fitting, as the child 
is shown wearing and using the 
prosthesis as effectively as a 
normal leg. The film should be 
shown in conjunction with 
"Infant to School-Age Child— 
Unilateral Below-Elbow Am
putee." 

Distributor: Academic Communi
cations Facility, University of 
California, Royce Hall, Room 
2, 405 Hilgard Ave., Los An-

geles, Calif. 90024. 
Rental Fee: $7.50 for 3 days. 
Purchase Cost: $50.00. 
Also available for loan from the 

crippled children's services in 
all 50 states and in the District 
of Columbia, the Virgin 
Islands, Puerto Rico, and 
Guam through funds supplied 
by the Children's Bureau, De
partment of Health, Education 
and Welfare. 

Infant to School-Age Child—Uni
lateral Below-Elbow Amputee, 
University of California at Los 
Angeles, 1964, 10 min., black and 
white, sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Presents the various 

stages in the motor-kinesthetic 
development of the child and 
relates them to the specific 
times at which the child am
putee is ready for initial pros
thetic fitting as well as for 
increasingly complex devices. 
As skills and physical activi
ties develop in response to 
demands of daily living, de
vices are provided that are ap
propriate to the level of func
tion. The cooperation of the 
parents in the teaching process 
is stressed. 

Evaluation: The concept of fitting 
the child amputee with the ap
propriate device at a specific 
time in his motor-kinesthetic 
development is well presented. 
The film has value, not only in 
demonstrating the progress of 
the child amputee, but also in 
teaching the basic principles of 
growth and development in the 
young child. Although the film 
is specialized in nature, it is 
recommended for undergrad-



uate students in allied health 
fields to present the principles 
of growth and development. It 
is highly recommended for 
professional groups working 
with child amputees. It should 
be shown in conjunction with 
the film "Early Development of 
Ambulation — Unilateral Below-Knee Amputee." 

Distributor: Academic Communi
cations Facility, University of 
California, Royce Hall, Room 
2, 405 Hilgard Ave., Los An
geles, Calif. 90024. 

Rental Fee: $7.50. 
Purchase Cost: $40.00. 
Also available for loan from the 

crippled children's services in 
all 50 states and in the Dis
trict of Columbia, the Virgin 
Islands, Puerto Rico, and 
Guam through funds supplied 
by the Children's Bureau, De
partment of Health, Education 
and Welfare. 

Juan Irigoyen Yepez, Institute of 
Rehabilitation Medicine, 1968, 
30 min., sound, black and white, 
16 mm. 
Summary: This is the story of a 

bright young Bolivian child 
with severe congenital anoma
lies of all extremities who is 
brought to this country to re
ceive intensive rehabilitation. 
His physical, social, and emo
tional problems are discussed 
by various members of the re
habilitation team, and his 
progress is demonstrated by 
dialogue and pictures depicting 
his activities at various ages. 
He returns to his own country 
as an independent young man, 
capable and prepared to con

tribute to society. 
Evaluation: The film's chief value 

lies in its demonstration of the 
benefits which may be derived 
by the severely handicapped 
person as the result of a well-
planned, continuous rehabili
tation program. The profes
sional presentation is excellent. 
Technical quality, although 
satisfactory, is variable because 
the film is a composite of still 
and motion pictures taken 
over many years. The film is 
recommended for anyone in
terested in rehabilitation of the 
severely disabled, and is of 
particular value for social 
workers, vocational counselors, 
and the general public. 

Distributor: National Medical 
Audiovisual Center, Atlanta, 
Georgia 30333. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Not available for purchase. 

Juvenile Amputee with Congenital 
Skeletal Limb Deficiencies, Tulane University School of Medi
cine, 1964, 20 min., color, sound, 
16 mm. 

Summary: Presents ten patients 
treated at a child amputee 
clinic. As each case is pre
sented, the limb deficiency is 
described on the screen in the 
terminology of roentgenographic classifications. The de
ficiency is further described 
by x-ray plates and by 
pictures of the child before 
surgical procedures. Scenes 
filmed at a later date show the 
patient wearing and using a 
prosthesis fitted to the surgically 
revised limb. The history of the 
child is outlined rather fully 



and, in some instances, the 
history is pictorially depicted at 
intervals over a number of 
years. 

Evaluation: This film would be 
helpful in reinforcing use of 
the classification of limb de
ficiencies as developed by 
O'Rahilly and Frantz. The re
sults obtained in fitting severely 
involved children are impres
sive. The information pre
sented is too extensive for the 
time allotted, making it difficut to stay with the narrator 
and detracting from the techni
cal quality of the film. The film 
is recommended for profes
sional groups interested in 
orientation to this particular 
type of patient and program. 
It could also benefit parents of 
the congenital child amputee. 

Distributor: American Academy 
of Orthopaedic Surgeons, 430 
Michigan Ave., Chicago, 111. 
60611. 

Rental Fee: $5.00. 
Kevin is Four, Ohio State Univer

sity, 1965, 26 min., color, 
sound, 16 mm. 

Summary: Presents a congenital 
amputee with left below-elbow 
and right below-elbow-knee 
limb deficiencies. Demonstrates 
fabrication and enumerates 
prostheses which eliminate the 
undesirable features of the old 
out-grown prostheses. Prosthe
tist is shown with child in a 
series of close-up shots. Also 
describes a waterproof leg used 
for swimming, and worn to 
bed by this child. Shows Kevin 
engaged in a wide variety of 
play and work activities. 

Evaluation: This film effectively 
demonstrates the active life 
which may be led by the child 
amputee and shows clearly the 
value of a suitable well-fitting 
prosthetic device. The photog
raphy is good and includes 
some very appealing shots of 
Kevin. Narration is not always 
distinct and it is sometimes 
difficult to distinguish between 
speakers. The film would be 
excellent for showing to par
ents, teachers, and organiza
tions such as the PTA, as well 
as other groups interested in 
the habilitation potential of the 
child amputee. It is not a 
teaching film for professional 
people. 

Distributor: Ohio State Univer
sity Motion Picture Division, 
1885 Neil Ave., Columbus, 
Ohio 43210. 

Rental Fee: $12.50. 
Purchase Cost: $240.00. 

Proximal Femoral Focal Deficiency, 
Michigan Department of Public 
Health (Authors: G . T . Aitken 
and C . H . Fran tz ) , 1966, 30 min., 
color, sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Differentiates between 

congenital coxa vara and prox
imal femoral focal deficiency 
by identifying characteristic 
x-ray and clinical features of 
each. Presents four radiograph
ic types of proximal femoral 
focal deficiencies and illustrates 
each with a specific patient for 
whom surgical indications, 
prosthetic fitting, and gait pat
tern are shown. One bilateral 
case is included. Stresses need 
to retain feet in patients with 
bilateral proximal femoral 



focal deficiencies. Serial x-rays 
are shown and the patients are 
followed for several years. 

Evaluation: This is a skillfully 
produced, effective teaching 
film. The material is well or
ganized, narration is realisti
cally paced, and the main 
points are conclusively sum
marized. X-ray plates, dia
grams, and cineradiography 
contribute to the clarity of the 
presentation. The film is of 
value primarily to the ortho
paedic surgeon, the resident, 
and the medical student for 
purposes of differential diag
nosis and orientation to some 
aspects of medical manage
ment. No mention is made of 
the need for prolonged gait 
training. For other professional 
groups the film provides a 
background of information for 
better understanding in work
ing with this type of patient. 

Distributor: State of Michigan, 
Department of Public Health, 
Area Child Amputee Program, 
920 Cherry St., S.E., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 49506. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Purchase Cost: Negotiable upon 

request. 
Upper-Extremity Prosthetic Check

out Procedures—Below Elbow, 
Michigan Crippled Children Com

mission, 1961, 23 min., color, 
sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Defines and states the 

purpose of checkout and iden
tifies the equipment needed. 
Demonstrates checkout pro
cedure on a 4-year-old boy 
with short below-elbow ampu
tation by showing how each 
item on the checkout form is 
tested or measured. 

Evaluation: The film is techni
cally good, except for cutting 
procedures. Although modern 
fitting makes the prosthesis 
shown outdated, the film is 
well planned and would be of 
value to anyone learning the 
checkout procedures, presum
ably the occupational therapist 
in most instances. For maxi
mum benefit the viewer should 
have some knowledge of am
putee training and standards of 
performance. Film viewing will 
be much more meaningful if 
checkout forms are on hand 
and can be followed item by 
item. 

Distributor: State of Michigan, 
Department of Public Health, 
Area Child Amputee Program, 
920 Cherry St., S.E., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 49506. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Purchase Cost: Negotiable upon 

request. 



Orthotics 
An Application of Research in 

Orthotics, Texas Institute for Re
habilitation and Research, 1965, 
22 min., color, sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Presents a wide variety 

of upper-extremity orthoses de
veloped during a three-year 
research program. Important 
among these is a wrist-exten
sion device designed to pro
vide the hand with the function 
of pinch. Discusses and demon
strates the device in terms of 
an artificial muscle powered by 
compressed carbon dioxide, 
the actuation of valves by vol
untary control movements, and 
the orthosis itself. Also illus
trates equipment that enables 
the patient to perform shoulder 
and arm movements. Stresses 
the value of the team concept, 
the importance of fitting the 
device to the patient, and the 
necessity of training to achieve 
the most effective use of the 
device. 

Evaluation: This is an excellent 
orientation film because it pre
sents effectively the basis of 
orthotic design and develop
ment as well as the importance 
of fitting and training in the use 
of orthoses. It demonstrates 
well how design application, 
engineering technology, and 
technical innovation can com
bine to produce an efficient 
device and how the team con
cept enhances the prospect of 
satisfactory patient rehabilita
tion. The technical quality of 
the film is excellent except for 

the rapidity of the narration. 
The film would be of interest 
to anyone concerned with or
thotic fitting and training of 
the patient with severe upper-
extremity disability. It might 
be considered as a recruitment 
film for orthotists and would be 
informative for rehabilitation 
counselors. 

Distributor: Orthotics Depart
ment, Texas Institute for Re
habilitation and Research, 
1333 Moursund Ave., Hous
ton, Texas 77025. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Not available for purchase. 

Assistive Devices for the Physically 
Handicapped, National Founda
tion for Infantile Paralysis, 1957, 
12 min., sound, color, 16 mm. 
Summary: Illustrates many as

sistive devices and their use by 
postpoliomyelitis patients. The 
devices include mouth sticks, 
overhead slings, feeders of 
various types, automatic page 
turners, hydraulic lifts, and 
several others. 

Evaluation: This very compre
hensive film is useful to show 
the kinds of devices used to in
crease the functional capacity 
of the postpoliomyelitis patient 
with severe residual paralysis. 
Credit is due those whose in
genuity resulted in the impro
vised equipment demonstrated 
here. While the film is photo
graphically excellent its con
tent in terms of emphasis on 
certain devices, such as the 
mouth stick, is questionable. 



The film, made prior to the 
poliomyelitis vaccines, is neces
sarily outdated in some aspects, 
but the devices shown would 
still be of interest to personnel 
working with the severely dis
abled. 

Distributor: Film Library, Inter
national Society for Rehabilita
tion of the Disabled, 219 East 
44th St., New York, N . Y . 
10017. 

Rental Fee: $5.00. 
Purchase Source: National Foun

dation, 800 Second Ave., New 
York, N . Y . 10017. 

Purchase Cost: Unknown. 
Balanced Forearm Orthosis in Mus

cular Dystrophy, Highland View 
Hospital, 1967, 14 min., color, 
sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Two patients with 

Duchenne's muscular dystrophy 
demonstrate how the balanced 
forearm orthosis ( B F O ) in
creases their independence. 
Film explains some principles 
underlying the function of the 
BFO and shows assembly of 
the device and method of mak
ing adjustments to aid or pre
vent specific motions. One 
patient demonstrates his ability 
to use the electric typewriter. 

Evaluation: The material is 
clearly and simply presented 
and the demonstrations of in
creased function are effective. 
The technical quality is good. 
The presentation presupposes 
some knowledge of orthotic 
function, although terminology 
is often expressed in layman's 
terms. It would be of particu
lar value to orthotists and oc
cupational therapists interested 

in the use of this device. 
Distributor: Dr. Charles Long, 

II, Highland View Hospital, 
3901 Ireland Dr., Cleveland, 
Ohio 44122. 

Rental Fee: $5.00. 

Purchase Source: Holland Wegman Labs., Inc., 4019 Pros
pect Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 
44103. (Please refer to Can 
# 7 - 8 - H - 1 2 6 9 . ) 

Purchase Cost: $48.62. 
The Heather Hand, U . S . Veterans 

Administration, 1960, 10 min., 
color, silent, 16 mm. 
Summary: Describes a light

weight, wrist-extension, hy
draulic orthosis. Shows the pa
tient putting it on himself and 
performing several activities. 

Evaluation: Although this film il
lustrates the device very well 
and graphically demonstrates 
its function, it is of practically 
no value for paramedical 
groups because it is not ac
companied by any explanation, 
either written or auditory. 

Distributor: Research and Devel
opment Division, Prosthetic 
and Sensory Aids Service, 
Veterans Administration, 252 
Seventh Ave., New York, N . Y . 
10001. 

Rental Fee: None. 
The 1RM Electric Arm Orthosis, 

Institute of Rehabilitation Medi
cine, New York University, 1966-
67, 8 min., color, sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Explains mechanism of 

motorized device and demon
strates use of the IRM electric 
arm orthosis for quadriplegic 
patient with C4-5 cervical 
lesion. Demonstrates prehen
sion of the hand, pronation 



and supination of the forearm, 
elbow flexion and extension, 
and shoulder flexion, extension, 
abduction, and adduction. 

Evaluation: The film introduces 
a new device. The technical 
quality is adequate for this 
purpose. Activation of motion 
should have been explained 
early in the film and needs 
clarification. The film was de
signed primarily for research 
orthotists and engineers, but is 
informative to anyone inter
ested in developments in this 
area. 

Distributor: Institute of Rehabili
tation Medicine, New York 
University Medical Center, 550 
First Ave., New York, N . Y . 
10016. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Purchase Cost: $30.00. 

Kinetics and Orthotics for Function, 
Institute of Physical Medicine 
and Rehabilitation, New York 
University Medical Center, 1963, 
25 min., black and white, sound, 
16 mm. 
Summary: Presents the basic 

principles in the selection and 
the use of orthotic devices to 
achieve as normal function as 
possible in the presence of 
upper-extremity weaknesses. 
The basic normal motions of 
the upper extremity in the per
formance of several everyday 
activities are carefully de
picted. The subject, a quad
riplegic patient, is introduced 
as he is undergoing a manual 
muscle test. The test, which 
reveals severe weakness in the 
musculature of the upper ex
tremities, also serves as a basis 

for determining the degree and 
nature of the mechanical assis
tance required to supplement 
the existing strength. Periodic 
evaluations are made; and, as 
strength increases, the appli
ances are adjusted or replaced. 
Finally, the amount of assis
tance is reduced to the mini
mum required by the patient, 
who is shown performing a 
number of activities. Before 
discharge from the hospital, 
the patient is equipped with a 
flexor-hinge hand and is plan
ning to return to his former 
occupation. 

Evaluation: An excellent analyti
cal presentation of the pre
scription and use of orthotic 
devices for severely involved 
upper-extremity patients. Out
standing in this picture is its 
adherence to the practice of 
sound teaching principles. As 
each new step is presented, the 
principle underlying the selec
tion of orthotic devices is ap
plied and illustrated. The an
alysis of normal motion serves 
as a basic approach to the 
problem. The film gives a feel
ing for the long time involved 
and is realistically hopeful in 
terms of patient accomplish
ment. This film is highly rec
ommended for those who work 
with patients wearing orthoses; 
for occupational therapists it is 
of value in teaching specific 
techniques of training. 

Distributor: Film Library, New 
York University Medical Cen
ter, 342 East 26th St., New 
York, N.Y. 10016. 

Rental Fee: $6.50. 



Purchase Source: Mr. Paul Clark, 
Special Products, Institute of 
Physical Medicine and Reha
bilitation, New York Univer
sity, 400 East 34th St., New 
York N.Y. 10016. 

Purchase Cost: Unknown. 
Nonoperative Treatment of Scolio

sis with Milwaukee Brace, Part I, 
Marquette University and Pope 
Foundation, 1963, 38 min., color, 
sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Shows briefly the 

physical examination for scoli
osis in an adolescent girl; dis
cusses principles and tech
niques in construction of the 
brace, fitting, application of 
pressure pads, and general 
treatment management of the 
young scoliotic patient. Most 
of the film is devoted to dem
onstration of the progressive 
steps in fabrication of the Mil
waukee brace. 

Evaluation: This is a technically 
superior film. The material is 
well organized and the step-by-
step fabrication of the brace is 
e x c e p t i o n a l l y well d e m o n 
strated. Although the psycho
logical problem is recognized, 
it is treated rather lightly in 
consideration of its seriousness. 
Results achieved by wearing 
the brace might appear to be 
overly optimistic. The orthotist 
has most to gain from this pic
ture, but for anyone working 
with the adolescent scoliotic 
patient who wears the Milwau
kee brace, it would be of value. 
One worthwhile feature is the 
explanation of how to deter
mine whether the brace is too 
short or only appears to be so. 

The film could be shown to 
selected patients and family. 

Distributor: American Academy 
of Orthopaedic Surgeons, 430 
N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 
111. 60611, or Ideal Pictures, 
4431 W. North Ave., Milwau
kee, Wisc. 53208. 

Rental Fee: $5.00. 
Purchase Source: Write to Dr. W. 

P. Blount, 2140 W. Wisconsin 
Ave., Milwaukee, Wisc. 53233. 

Purchase Cost: $150.00. 
The Nonoperative Treatment of 

Scoliosis and Round Back by the 
Milwaukee Brace, Part II, 1968, 
Marquette University, 30 min
utes, color, sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Presents several pa

tients to demonstrate princi
ples of treatment by use of the 
Milwaukee brace. Shows the 
effects of proper and improper 
fitting of brace components. 
Discusses all aspects of treat
ment, including fitting, princi
ples underlying component 
adjustment, methods of adjust
ment, voluntary correction of 
posture, rest, therapeutic ex
ercise, and other physical ac
tivities. 

Evaluation: An excellent overall 
presentation of the nonsurgical 
treatment of scoliosis and 
round back. The fact that the 
patients are followed for long 
periods of time contributes to 
the authenticity of the state
ments. Continuity and organi
zation of the film could have 
been improved, but, generally 
speaking, the material is well 
handled, particularly in view of 
its extensive coverage. Profes
sionally, this is an excellent 



film and would be valuable for 
physicians, nurses, orthotists, 
therapists, families of patients 
and anyone interested in the 
treatment of scoliosis and 
round back. 

Distributor: American Academy 
of Orthopaedic Surgeons, 430 
N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 
111. 60611, or Ideal Pictures, 
4431 W. North Ave., Milwau
kee, Wisc. 53208. 

Rental Fee: $5.00. 
Purchase Source: Write to Dr. 

W. P. Blount, 2140 W. Wiscon
sin Ave., Milwaukee, Wisc. 
53233. 

Purchase Cost: $150.00. 
The R1C Plastic Tenodesis Splint, 

Rehabilitation Institute of Chi
cago, Department of Occupa
tional Therapy, 1967, 24 min., 
color, sound, 16 mm. 

Summary: Shows how patient 
with minimal wrist function 
can use this device effectively. 
Describes components of the 
splint which possesses no me
chanical joints. Discusses cri
teria for useful wearing. Dem
o n s t r a t e s a p p l i c a t i o n a n d 
removal of splint, steps in 
training, and use in a number 
of activities, such as shaving, 
writing, and cutting meat. The 
last portion of the film demon
strates the steps in fabrication 
and fitting. The advantages of 
the splint are listed. 

Evaluation: This is an outstand
ing instructional film, exempli
fying the highest technical and 
professional qualities in pro
duction. Photography and nar
ration are exceptionally good. 
Subject matter is well orga

nized and presented clearly 
and concisely. Physicians, or
thotists, occupational thera
pists, physical therapists, and 
nurses will be interested in the 
film, particularly the first half; 
the second half is specifically 
directed to the orthotist. 

Distributor: Rehabilitation Insti
tute of Chicago, 401 East Ohio 
St., Chicago, III. 60611 . 

Rental Fee: $10.00. 
Purchase Cost: $175.00. 

Self-Help Devices for Patients with 
Arthritis, Institute for Physical 
Medicine and Rehabilitation, 
1960, 16 min., color, sound, 16 
mm. 
Summary: In a foreword, Dr. 

Howard Rusk describes the 
need and place for self-help 
devices for persons with arthri
tis. A physician then demon
strates and explains a variety 
of self-help devices as used by 
several severely involved pa
tients in performance of activ
ities of daily living. Kitchen 
design for handicapped per
sons is discussed. Sources of 
devices and information are 
given. 

Evaluation: This is a technically 
excellent film which could 
serve to orient health profes
sions and organizations to the 
potential value of devices 
in helping the handicapped 
achieve independence. The ex
planations would have been 
more meaningful if the film 
had portrayed other members 
of the health team involved in 
rehabilitation of these patients. 
Of special interest to the gen
eral practitioner, nursing per-



sonnel, public health nurses, 
and vocational counselors. 

Distributor: Campus Films Dis
tributor Co., 20 East 46th St., 
New York, N.Y. 10017. 

Rental Fee: $15.00. 
Purchase Cost: $152.00. 

Spinal Cord Injury, Rancho Los 
Amigos Hospital, 1961, 25 min., 
color, sound, 16 mm. 
Summary: Depicts eight levels of 

spinal cord injury and demon
strates the degree of indepen
dence that the average patient 
can attain after injury. In
dependence is accomplished 
through a program of maxi
mum strengthening of the re
maining active muscles, com
bined with appropriate assis
tive devices such as short leg 
braces, long leg braces, over
head slings, artificial muscles, 
special splints, crutches, hy
draulic lifts, etc., and training. 

Evaluation: This well-organized 
film discusses clearly and pre
cisely each level of injury in 
terms of specific pertinent in
formation, such as key muscle 
groups involved, functional 
loss, and orthotic devices. It 
points out that the prognosis of 
the patient is not constant with 
the level of injury, but is based 
on demonstrable muscle func
tion. Limitations are carefully 
noted, and goals are realistic. 
The film is highly recom
mended for any professional 
person working with the para
plegic or quadriplegic patient 
and for inclusion in the under
graduate curriculum for thera
pists and nurses. Patient and 
family would benefit from see

ing this film, provided they 
have accepted a realistic atti
tude toward rehabilitation. 

Distributor: American Academy 
of Orthopaedic Surgeons, 430 
N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, 
111. 60611. 

Rental Fee: $5.00. 

Swivel-bar Transfer for the Quadri
plegic Patient, Rancho Los Am
igos Hospital, 1968, 12 min., 
color, sound, 16 mm., or Super 
8 mm. cartridges for either Fair-
child or Technicolor sound pro
jection. 

Summary: A physical therapist 
and a patient with a high cervi
cal cord quadriplegia demon
strate technique for patient 
transfer from wheel chair to 
bed. (Patient must have at 
least one biceps muscle with 
fair-plus strength.) Describes 
equipment needed and method 
of attaching it to bed. 

E v a l u a t i o n : S t e p - b y - s t e p s e 
quence in performance of 
transfer, repetition, and well-
paced narration contribute to 
the teaching value of this ex
cellent film. Of value in train
ing all levels of health per
sonnel involved in transfer 
activities of this type of patient. 
Of interest to public health 
nurses. 

Distributor: Attending Staff As
sociation, Rancho Los Amigos 
Hospital, 12826 Hawthorn 
Street, Downey, California 
90242. 

Purchase Cost: 8 mm. single-
concept cartridge—$60.00; 16 
mm.—$87.00. Film is avail
able one time for preview. 



Use of the Flexorhinge Hand, 
Rancho Los Amigos Hospital, 
1963, 25 min., color, sound, 16 
mm. 
Summary: Describes wrist-driven 

and externally powered flexor-
hinge hands, orthotic devices 
for patients with inadequate 
prehension. Also presented are 
surgical interventions to obtain 
prehension. Shows several pa
tients who demonstrate inade
quate pinch in severely in
volved hands. The loss of hand 
function in each is evaluated, 
the appropriate flexorhinge 
hand for each is described, and 
the patients are shown per
forming a variety of activities 
using the device. Supplemen
tary bracing and adaptive 
equipment are also described. 

Evaluation: A well-organized, 
clearly presented film that 
could be used advantageously 
as an effective teaching aid in 
basic educational programs for 
physical and occupational ther
apists and nurses. Especially 
valuable for anyone working 
with patients having upper-ex
tremity disability. Because it is 
not overly technical, it might 
be considered for showing to 
parents and to selected pa
tients. 

Distributor: Medical Education 
Service, Rancho Los Amigos 
Hospital, 7601 East Imperial 
Highway, Downey, California 
90242. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Purchase Cost: $250.00. 

Slides 
Nomenclature for Congenital Skel

etal Limb Deficiencies, 1967. 
Approximately 35 cardboard-
mounted, 35 mm., 2" x 2" slides, 
black and white. 

These are slides of the figures 
used to illustrate the article, 
"Nomenclature for Congenital 
Limb Deficiencies, a Revision of 
the Frantz and O'Rahilly Classi
fication," Artificial Limbs, 1 0 : 1 , 
Spring 1966. 
Distributor: Committee on Pros

thetics Research and Develop
ment, Division of Engineering, 
National Research Council, 
2101 Constitution Avenue, 
Washington, D . C . 20418. 

Rental Fee: None. 

Not available for purchase. May 
be borrowed for purpose of 
duplication. 

Upper and Lower Limb Deficien
cies, Congenital Amputees, com
piled by Henry K. Taylor, M.D., 
Institute of Rehabilitation Medi
cine, 1968. One hundred and 
twenty-three cardboard-mounted, 
35 mm., 2" x 2" slides. 

These slides are made from 
x-rays of ninety-two cases of limb 
deficiencies in congenital ampu
tees and are grouped according to 
patients with a specified number 
of limb deficiencies. They are ac
companied by a booklet which 
includes definitions of terminol
ogy and captions for each slide 



indicating the Frantz-O'Rahilly 
classification of the anomaly. 

The slides are arbitrarily di
vided into Series No. 10-4 cap
sule A and 10-4 capsule B. 
Distributor: Micro-X-ray Re

corder, Inc., 3755 West Law
rence, Chicago, Illinois 60625. 

Purchase Cost: $22.00 for each 
series. 

Project Slides, Second Series, 1968, 
Prosthetic and Sensory Aids Ser
vice, Veterans Administration, 
and Committee on Prosthetic-Or
thotic Education. One hundred 
35 mm., 2" x 2" slides, color. 

Slides illustrate above-knee, 
below-knee, above-elbow, below-
elbow, and hip-disarticulation 
prostheses; prosthetic feet, hands, 
hooks, hinges; immediate post
surgical prosthetics; lower ex
tremity braces. 

Distributor: Committee on Pros
thetic-Orthotic Education, Di
vision of Medical Sciences, Na
tional Research Council, 2101 
Constitution Avenue, Wash
ington, D . C . 20418. 

Rental Fee: None. 
Not available for purchase. 

Audiotapes 
The following audiotapes were pro
duced by the New York University 
Medical Center. The audiotapes re
quire the use of a 4-track, 3 3/4 ips 
tape recorder. 

Congenital Anomalies of the Ex
tremities, Chester A. Swinyard, 
M.D., 86 min., magnetic sound. 
Summary: Reviews the problems 

of a child born without one or 
more extremity or parts of ex
tremities. Discusses the pros
thesis, schooling and adapta
tion to living by these patients. 

Rehabilitation of the Lower Ex
tremity Amputee, Donald A. Co-

valt, M.D., 116 min., magnetic 
sound. 
Summary: Discusses early man

agement, fitting the prosthesis, 
and use training in the reha
bilitation of the lower extrem
ity amputee. 

Upper Extremity Prosthesis, 1966, 
Sidney Fishman, Ph.D., 114 
min., magnetic sound. 
Summary: Explores the rehabili

tation of the upper extremity 
amputee. Shows the sites of 
amputation preferred, the fit
ting, training, checkout and 
psychological factors involved 
in upper extremity prostheses. 


