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I d id not realize the t remendous value o f the Pick-up Cane until I was 
conf ined to a wheelchair . 

After several weeks of hospitalization with a fractured h ip . m y d o c t o r 
permitted m e to g o h o m e to a wheelchair . S ince the hone was not heal ing 
too well. I cou ld not walk or even stand on either leg. I l ive a lone which 
meant I had to take care o f myself and my apartment. Believe me, I cou ld 
not have done it without the aid of Mr . Nelson 's P ick-up Cane. 

first of all, by grabb ing the bed clothes with the p ick-up cane . 1 was 
able to make my bed quite neatly. A hanger can be taken from and returned 
to a closet with the pick-up cane, as well as b o x e s f rom a top shelf o r shoes 
from a deep shelf. Th is enabled me to dress and rare fur my clothes without 
assistance. I could lake cups, dishes, pots, pans and grocer ies from a cup
board , pull bl inds and draperies, turn light switches off and o n : to mention 
nothing o f the hundreds o f articles which can b e picked up from the d o o r 
or ont-of-reach places. Cleaning was no prob lem. I placed a dust c loth in 
the hook , which locks when handle is released, and I can reach any place in 
the apartment to dust. By placing an S O S pad in the hook , any difficult 
scour ing is quite easy. I found it possible to wash w i n d o w s and hang 
clothes up to dry. 

The or ig ina l purpose o f the Pick-up Cane is for the person w h o walks 
with a cane but has difficulty s tooping to pick u p something f rom the floor. 
The tip o f the cane can be r emoved easily and left on the floor by lifting 
the h o o k cont ro l which is connec ted at the cane handle. A n article as small 
as a d ime and up to approximate ly five p o u n d s can be p icked up . T h e tip 
is replaced b y gu id ing the cane into it with the h o o k c losed but still 
extended. The patient goes on walking without the slightest change in his 
balanced pos i t ion . 

Since the Pick-up Cane has been such a wonder fu l aid to m y rehabili
tation 1 feel certain there are m a n y hand icapped persons w h o w o u l d like 
to k n o w about it. 

EDITOr'S NOTE: The Pick-Up Cane, available from Nelson Orthopedic 
Co., is operated by a trigger which extends a gripping device from the cane 
tip. Release of the trigger holds any object firmly, or retracts the empty 
gripper into the cane. The cane is aluminum, with the mechanism located 
inside. 


