
THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
PROSTHETICS EDUCATION AND INFORMATION 

Editor's N o t e : The National Assembly of the L i m b and Brace Profess ion 
at Dallas. Texas , heard a report " A n d What o f the P h y s i c i a n ? " descr ib ing 
the work o f the Commit tee on Prosthetics Education and Information of the 
National Research Counc i l . It was presented by Harold W . Glattly. M.D., 
Secretary of the Commit tee . An abstract o f Dr. Glattly's remarks fo l lows . 

Dr . Glattly opened his remarks b y staling that the Commit tee on Pros
thetics Educat ion and Information (CPEI) is vitally interested in plans 
c o n c e r n i n g the educat ion and training o f prosthetists and orthotists. He 
presented the best wishes of Dr. Alfred R . Shands. Jr., Chai rman o f CPEI, 
and expressed for him the desire for c lose work ing relationships with the 
recently organized Education Commit te r of the American Orthot ics and 
Prosthetics Assoc ia t ion . 

A b r ie f outl ine o f the interests and activities o f the Commit tee was 
presented. T o begin with. CPEI has been quite successful dur ing the past 
year in document ing the national needs in terms o f a prosthetics educational 
p r o g r a m . This has been accompl i shed through contacts with the physicians 
and. more recently, the physical therapists w h o have ev idenced their interest 
in amputee care and management by taking the courses at the prosthetics 
schools. These individuals have given a picture o f what needs to be done 
throughout the United States in o rde r that the amputee population can 
receive the benefit of modern rehabilitation services. T h e many sugges t ion , 
received fall into the fo l lowing three areas : 

1. The undergraduate and graduate training o f the medica l and relevant 
paramedica l discipl ines with respect to the m o d e r n concepts o f amputee care 
and management . 

2. A n informat ional p r o g r a m that will reach the members o f these 
discipl ines w h o are al ready out in pract ice . 

3. T h e organiza t ion o f amputee c l in ics in areas where such specialized 
facilities are today not available. 

The success o f this national p r o g r a m will require a w i d e variety of 
activities conduc t ed b y many g roups and organizat ions . Th is general pr inci
ple has been recogn ized b y the two government agencies most conce rned with 
i m p r o v i n g amputee rehabil i tat ion services—the Office of Voca t i ona l Rehabi l i 
tation and the Veterans Administration that they are both g iv ing support 
to a number of activities that fall within the b road area o f prosthetics 
educat ion. The assistance g iven to the prosthetics schools by O V R and the 
publ ica t ion of the journa l A R T I F I C I A L L I M B S by V A are examples . It 
is recognized that there are many parts to be played in the total p r o g r a m . 
In this regard, it is believed that a commi t t ee o f the National Academy of 
Sciences-National Research Counci l can best assist by assuming a liaison and 
corre la t ing role with respect to g roups and individuals who are interested in 
improv ing amputee rehabilitation services. Al though a commit tee o f the 
Academy-Research Counc i l cannot by its very nature b e c o m e an operat ing 
agency, such a g r o u p can serve a useful purpose by stimulating the interest 
and active part icipation of appropr ia te g roups in prosthetics educat ional 
activities and in assisting those who are already s o engaged . 

In cons ider ing a national prosthetics educat ional p r o g r a m , the C o m 
mittee bel ieves that it is ve ry important to include the bas ic pr inciples of 



amputee management in undergraduate medica l educat ion . T o obta in factual 
informat ion with respect to the status o f prosthet ics in medica l educat ion , a 
spot-check survey was made of 28 medica l schools through their departments 
of o r thoped ic surgery and physical med ic ine . A l m o s t all o f the report ing 
members o f the faculties o f these medica l schools stressed the need o f teaching 
materials, inc luding audiovisual aids, as a means of p r o v i d i n g better training 
for their residents, interns, and medica l students. A n ad hoc subcommit tee 
of C P E I , under the cha i rmanship o f D r . J. Hamil ton Al lan, has been fo rmed 
to study this matter and make r ecommenda t ions . A similar study is be ing 
made of the present status o f prosthetics in schools of physica l and occupa
tional therapy. 

There is a need to g ive increased emphasis to prosthetics in res idency 
p rog rams in the fields o f o r thoped ic surgery and physical med ic ine . A pre
requisite to this p r o g r a m is the availabil i ty of o rgan ized amputee cl inics in 
the training hospitals. 

A ma jo r deterrent to i m p r o v e d amputee services lies in the lack of 
knowledge on the part o f the medica l profess ion at large with respect to the 
modern concep ts o f amputee care and management . T h e Commit tee is inter
ested in p r o m o t i n g grass-roots types o f prosthetics p rog rams . A n invitation 
was recently received f rom the A m e r i c a n Col lege o f Surgeons to present 
prosthetics demonstra t ions at their reg ional meet ings . The Northwestern 
Universi ty prosthetics s choo l has offered to take the first o f these p rog rams 
that will be held in Minneapo l i s next spring. The Commit tee has been re
quested b y M r . Charles L. E b y , Di rec to r of the Bureau of V o c a t i o n a l Reha
bilitation for the State o f Pennsylvania , to w o r k with his organiza t ion to 
improve amputee services in that state. 

The Commit tee on Prosthetics Educat ion and In format ion has been very 
gratified with the interest that has been ev idenced in a prosthetics educat ional 
p r o g r a m and b y the m a n y offers o f assistance that have c o m e f r o m all parts 
of the coun t ry f rom individuals w h o are interested in i m p r o v i n g amputee 
services. W i t h this type o f support , it can be expected that the p r o g r a m will 
gain m o m e n t u m . 

CAMP COURSE 
S . H. C a m p a n d C o m p a n y in 1 9 6 0 will ho ld its 32nd Annua l series of 

fitting courses . These are for men and w o m e n , desir ing to b e c o m e skilled 
garment and appl iance fitters. 

Enrol lment is n o w open for the 1 9 6 0 classes which may be taken either 
in N e w Y o r k City February 1-4, at the Sheraton Atlantic Hotel , or in Ch icago 
M a r c h 14-17, at the Edgewater Beach Hotel . 

In each ci ty the four days of instruction will c o v e r the rudiments of 
anatomy, b o d y mechanics , mode rn developments in medica l sc ience relating 
to the therapeutic value o f scientific supports , braces and appliances. Lectures, 
visual instruction and practical demonstra t ions with l ive mode l s representing 
many cus tomer types and their needs are inc luded in the course . 

The courses also g ive students an insight into me thods of creat ing g o o d 
patron relationships, deve lop ing conf idence in their o w n abilities and in 
g iv ing satisfaction to the patient and doc to r . 

M a n y members of A O P A have taken these courses in p rev ious years. 
The faculty over the years has inc luded many leaders in the field o f orthotics . 



Left to r i g h t : K e n n e t h L a u t e r w a s s e r , P . T . , R i c h a r d G . B i d w e l l , C . P . , M r s . M a r j o r i e 
H e r r i n g , O . T . , C o l l e e n C u m m i n g s , t h e p a t i e n t , a n d Dr . E . C . W e l s h , C l i n i c C h i e f . 

CLINIC AT WORK 

WISCONSIN CLINIC 
Shown a b o v e is a picture of the prosthetic Cl in ic at C o l u m b i a Hospital 

in Mi lwaukee . This is one of the cl inics featured in the Educat ional Exhibi t 
shown at this year 's meet ings of the A m e r i c a n Col lege o f Surgeons . 

The Clinic meets month ly or m o r e often if necessary to cons ide r cases 
referred b y physic ians throughout the State o f W i s c o n s i n . Part icipat ing 
agencies in the Clinic a re : the C o m m u n i t y Rehabi l i ta t ion Pro jec t , the State 
Rehabi l i ta t ion D iv i s ion and the Bureau for Hand i capped Children. The 
mechanics o f the Clinic include 

1. Initial evaluat ion and prescr ipt ion for therapy and prosthesis. 
2 . Initial check-out o f prostheses at next meet ing. 
3. Tra in ing in Phys ica l Therapy and Occupa t iona l The rapy if l imb 

passes the check-out p rocedures . 
4. Final evaluation b y cl inic team. 
5. Discharge . 
6. Recheck in six months or m o r e often if necessary. 

The c l inic has been found useful in the teaching of residents in training 
f rom the V A Hospi ta l at Mi lwaukee w h o attend, to learn about upper extrem
ity prosthetics. Other students include those f r o m physical therapy and 
occupat iona l therapy classes at the Universi ty of Wisconsin, Marquet te 
Universi ty, Mi lwaukee D o w n e r Col lege and M o u n t M a r y Col lege . 


