
SCHOENE TAKES CONTROLLING INTEREST 
IN THE J . F . ROWLEY COMPANY 

Report by J A C K HELTSLEY 

Waldemar Schoene, Chicago, has purchased controlling interest in the 
J . F . Rowley Company, which occupies 8,000 square feet of floor space at 
521 West Monroe Street, Chicago. In issuing this statement, Blaine Korrady, 
who has guided the destinies of the company since the late J . F . Rowley's 
retirement in 1933, announced his own approaching retirement. 

" W a l d e m a r was formerly associated with the Rowley C o m p a n y . " said 
Mr. Korrady. " H e understands thoroughly the type o f artificial l imb with 
which we have been identified and he has remained a c lose friend through
out the years. W e thought he was the best qualified to carry o n the high 
standards and traditions of the firm." 

Mr. Korrady has consented to remain for an indeterminate period as 
consultant. 

"I promised to stay on as long as I'm needed," he said, "but I'm 
optimistic enough to believe it won't be for too long. I have a lot of important 
loafing to do." 

With the retirement of Korrady, a long and important chapter in the 
history of prosthetics in America comes to a close. 

Blaine Korrady is as well known in prosthetic circles here and abroad, 
as the founder of the firm, J . F . Rowley who died in 1938, was before him. 

Mr. Korrady was secretary of the Orthopedic Appliance and Limb 
Manufacturers Association immediately preceding the incumbent secretary. 
M.P. Cestaro. He was also the first secretary-treasurer of the American 
Board for Certification. Until its dissolution in 1956. he was an active mem
ber of the Advisory Committee on Artificial Limbs of the Council on Physi
cal Medicine and Rehabilitation of the American Medical Association, and 

J . B la ine K o r r a d y , m a n a g e r for 
m a n y y e a r s of the J . F . R o w l e y C o m 
p a n y in C h i c a g o is s h o w n with a 
photograph of the late J . F . Rowley , 
Founder of the firm. 



numerous citat ions in the Journal of the American Medical Association attest 
to the impor tance o f his con t r ibu t ion . K o r r a d y j o i n e d the J . F . R o w l e y 
C o m p a n y in 1922 as office manager , later b e c o m i n g secretary o f the firm. 

T h e rise o f the J . F . R o w l e y C o m p a n y is an A m e r i c a n success s tory and, 
in the artificial l imb field, many of its incidents have b e c o m e legendary . But 
it is really m o r e than this: it is a story o f social s ignif icance because the era 
of its g r o w t h parallels, and is even identified with, the evolut ion o f the 
concep t o f rehabil i tat ion as we k n o w it today . 

J. R o w l e y opened bis first o n e - m a n shop in Des Moines . Iowa , in 
1886 . As a chi ld in a very large I o w a farm family, he gave ear ly ev idence 
of cleverness with his hands and an independent and inquir ing mind . A s 
we might surmise, his o w n ideas about his manifest destiny d id not always 
c o i n c i d e with the plans his family had for him. Mi lk ing c o w s and pitching 
hay were useful and honest work , but they didn' t fit his notion of what he 
should d o with his life. 

H o w his attention turned toward the p rob lems of l imb prosthesis is n o w 
obscure , but there is no doub t but that his pecul iar c o m b i n a t i o n of artistic 
skills and mechanical inventiveness ideally fitted h im for that career. Dur ing 
his l ifetime he secured s o m e fifty patents for improvements in artificial l imbs . 

F r o m Des M o i n e s , Rowley later c ame to C h i c a g o , where the J . F . R o w l e y 
C o m p a n y was incorpora ted in 1904. By that t ime the energet ic founder o f 
the firm had already laid the basis for many o f the improvements in artificial 
l imbs later general ly identified with his name. 

Before opening his own shop . R o w l e y had been employed in making 
artificial legs with w o o d e n sockets and wooden feel. A cata logue issued by 
his c o m p a n y in 1922 says, " T h e Anglesey leg somewhat modern ized and the 
Marks leg with sponge rubber foot with rigid ankle" occup ied the market 
until R o w l e y entered the field as an inventor in 1886. 

T o appreciate the p r o b l e m conf ront ing h im, it is necessary to assess 
the situation which prevai led in 1886 . In the first p lace, there was the 
element o f human resistance. T h e o ld t imers thought that what was g o o d 
enough last year w o u l d b e g o o d e n o u g h this year, and to o v e r c o m e this 
conserva t i sm R o w l e y was fo rced to strike out for himself. In the second 
place, there was the matter o f materials. 

R u b b e r , later to b e c o m e an industrial and household c o m m o n p l a c e , was 
at that time little known or used. In that day, a few car loads was enough 
to supply the needs o f the entire coun t ry . R o w l e y himself knew little o f i t ; 
the plants which manufactured the commerc ia l product were hundreds of 
miles away and weren't g iv ing out any informat ion . 

One way o r another, he had c o m e by a section o f a rubber foot ( p r o b 
ably o f the Marks type mentioned a b o v e ) and became fevered with the desire 
to d o someth ing o n his o w n . and. if possible , do it better. F rom a dentist 
he got the address o f a supplier and soon had a small supply of uncured 
g u m . His first attempt at vulcanizat ion was successful as far as it went. Us ing 
equipment he bo r rowed from the dentist, he turned out some solid rubber , 
much like the rubber heels of today . 

W h a t he wanted, however , was a sponge rubber which , he figured, 
w o u l d b e m u c h lighter, m u c h m o r e elastic and resilient, and m u c h m o r e 
durable. In a general way , he knew h o w the rubber cou ld be spongef ied : 
if a chemica l wh ich w o u l d b e c o m e gaseous dur ing vulcanizat ion c o u l d be 
in t roduced into the raw g u m , a leavening p rocess w o u l d o c c u r similar to 
that in the baking of bread . 



The chief p r o b l e m was h o w to in t roduce the chemica l into the green 

rubber , wh ich is a refractory material . This was solved b y passing the 

raw rubber through hot rollers dur ing which the chemica l was in t roduced 

into the g u m . A vulcanizer b ig e n o u g h to ho ld several f o o t mo lds was 

obtained, a f o o t f o r m made , patterns and castings made , and the first 

attempt was launched. O n the first try the rubber was not p rope r ly cured, 

but the second was successful. 

The first client was a y o u n g farmer with a be low-knee amputat ion. He 

was fitted with a w o o d e n socket leg attached sol idly to the rubber foot . 

Later the mort ise and tendon jo in t became slightly l o o s e n e d — a mishap that 

left the y o u n g man undis turbed because , he said, it gave enough p lay to 

make walk ing m o r e natural for h im. This led to an early modif ica t ion 

resulting in a sponge rubber foo t hav ing elastic cush ions o f rubber so placed 

as to permi t this type o f m o t i o n . It was patented as the R o w l e y Standard 

Foo t . 

There fo l lowed a succession of improvements in the foo t and other 

componen t s o f the leg with w h i c h the trade is famil iar . The R o w l e y foot , 

jo in ts , and other componen t s are used b y artificial l imb manufacturers in 

this count ry and abroad . 

The story of the R o w l e y t r iumphs in the international field during the 

first w o r l d war was ably to ld b y Mrs . Di l la rd in the b i o g r a p h y o f her father, 

Wi l l i am Edgar " B i l l y " Isle, in the June 1959 issue o f the Journal. The 

tr iumph o f the R o w l e y leg over all others in compet i t ion with it in Great 

Britain on July 21 , 1915 , grat ifying as it was, b r o u g h t addi t ional burdens 

and responsibil i t ies to R o w l e y . 

A s many as 5 0 0 legs were shipped per month f r o m the C h i c a g o plant, 

and the establishment o f facilities in England and Scot land made it necessary 

for h i m to b e a b r o a d m u c h o f the t ime dur ing the war and immedia te ly in 

the pos twar era. Despite this, he mainta ined a constant interest in facilitating 

exchanges o f ideas, the elevation o f profess ional standards in prosthesis, and 

the improvement of profess ional relations in the industry. 

He p layed a p rominent role in the organiza t ion o f the Assoc ia t ion of 

L i m b Manufacturers o f A m e r i c a , wh ich p receded the present O A L M A . His 

intimate associat ion with o r thoped ic surgeons in resolving the p rob lems of 

amputat ion in their relation to prosthesis led h i m to take an act ive though 

non-official interest in the discussions w h i c h later b o r e fruit in the Handbook 

of Amputation, the first manual o f its kind, issued b y the Counc i l on 

Physica l The rapy o f the A m e r i c a n M e d i c a l Assoc ia t ion . 
N o specific plans for reorganiza t ion of the R o w l e y Faci l i ty have been 

announced . M r . Schoene , w h o is himself p rominent in A m e r i c a n prosthetics, 
says that the c o m p a n y will cont inue to maintain h igh standards o f service 
both to fabr ica tors of l imbs to w h o m it has supplied R o w l e y parts fo r many 
years and to individuals w h o wish to b e fitted with an artificial l imb . A m o n g 
the changes contemplated, however , Mr . Schoene has definitely announced 
that the mach in ing o f all parts will be s tandardized and that they will be 
available to all manufacturers . 


