
ASSISTIVE DEVICE FOR 
APPLYING SUCTION SOCKET 

By E D W A R D T. H A S L A M , M.D., N e w O r l e a n s , L a . 

The s imple, inexpensive, assistive device pictured here enabled the 
patient, fur w h o m it was des igned, to apply her own suct ion socket after 
efforts to leach her to d o this by the convent iona l methods had been unsuc
cessful over a per iod of almost a year. This patient just cou ld not learn to 
pull d o w n with her hands and p u m p her s lump at the same t ime but had no 
trouble pull ing up and pumping . She has n o w used this dev ice for approx
imately four weeks and it is my impression that when she deve lops a little 
m o r e conf idence she p robab ly will then learn to d o this without using this 
device . 

S ince this apparatus cannot be convenient ly carr ied about it is recom
mended only for use in except ional cases and then primarily as a training aid. 

Th i s dev ice cou ld be constructed in several different ways . Poss ib ly the 
simplest method would be to use 1/2" inside diameter gas pipe with two e lbows 
and t w o f loor flanges. T h e floor flanges could b e either fastened to the floor 
o r as in the illustration mounted o n 3/8" p l y w o o d . The c rossbar should be 
pol ished so as to r e m o v e any irregularit ies in the metal upon which the 
stump socks would catch. 


